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Dr. Arlington Bensel, New Jersey dermatologist, points his pictorial exhibit Hansen’s Disease the Sym- 
posium Research Leprosy the Johns Hopkins University School Hygiene and Public Health 
Baltimore, May through 10. Looking on, left right, are Dr. Ernest Stebbins, dean the School Hygiene 
and Public Health, Johns Hopkins; Dr. R.J.W. Rees, National Institute for Medical Research, London, Eng- 
land; Dr. James Doull, Washington, D.C., director the Leonard Wood Memorial, and Dr. John Hanks, 
Baltimore, bacteriologist with the Leonard Wood Memorial’s Leprosy Research Laboratory, Johns Hopkins. The 
symposium was sponsored jointly the LWM and the Johns Hopkins School Hygiene and Public Health. Dr. 
Doull and Dr. Stebbins were co-chairmen the program and arrangements committee for this important symposi- 
um. Story page 
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Great University Join Sponsor Symposium 
Financed PHS 


The growing interest scientists, 
other than “leprologists,” the un- 
solved problems so-called leprosy was 
one the most striking aspects the 
held May 8-10 under the sponsorship 
the Leonard Wood Memorial and Johns 
Hopkins University School Hygiene 
and Public Health, Baltimore, Md. 
Held Johns Hopkins and financed 
through grant from the Institute 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Nation- 
Institutes Health, research arm 
the Public Health Service, the symposi- 
impressed Dr. John Robertsen, 
Carville’s chief microbiology, thusly: 

“There was little rehashing twice- 
told tales—on the contrary, the amount 
new material presented was striking. 
Equally striking was the number 
papers which reported findings broad 
general scientific interest well 
specific interest those engaged 
leprosy studies. The growing interest 
scientists other than leprologists the 
unsolved problems leprosy became 
very apparent when one took note the 
numbers discussants who prefaced 
their remarks with phrases such 
‘speaking biochemist rather than 
leprosy expert’ ‘actually, experi- 
ence lies field tuberculosis 
studies’ ‘looking this problem 
immunologist’ and the like. These were 
usually followed astute observations 
and fresh approaches characteristic 
the speaker’s special training back- 
ground.” 

This interest indicates that 
long last, so-called leprosy about 
become acknowledged part medi- 
cine, event long overdue. 

indication the widespread in- 
terest the symposium the fact that 
attracted scientists participants, 
among them seven from outside the 
United States. The latter were 
Jacinto Convit, Venezuela; Dr. E.M. 
Brieger, England; Dr. Gay Prieto, 


Switzerland; Dr. Ricardo Guinto, 


the Philippines; Dr. Peter Janssens, 
Belgium; Dr. Jose Barba Rubio 
Mexico and Dr. R.J.W. Rees Great 
Britain. 

specialties involved the study, 
eriology, biochemistry, dermatology, 
epidemiology, infectious diseases, micro- 
biology, parisitology, pathology, pharm- 
acology, preventive medicine, pulmo- 
nary diseases, tropical medicine and vir- 
ology. 

Much the credit for putting this 
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impressive symposium together goes 
the co-chairmen, Dr. Ernest Stebbins, 
Dean the School Hygiene, and Dr. 
James Doull, Medical Director the 
Leonard Wood Memorial. Also serving 
the committee program and ar- 
rangements were: Dr. F.B. Bang, Prof. 
Pathobiology, School Hygiene and 
Public Health, Johns Hopkins Univ.; 
Dr. C.H. Binford, Research Pathologist, 
LWM, and Chief Geographical Patho- 
logy, Armed Forces Institute Path- 
ology, Washington D.C.; Dr. W.H. 
Feldman, Chief Lab Research Pulmo- 
nary Diseases, Div. Medicine and 
Surgery, Veterans Administration, Wash- 
ington; Dr. George Fite, Chief, Labo- 
ratory Branch, Carville; Dr. John 
Hanks, Bacteriologist, 
Hygiene and Public Health, Johns Hop- 
kins; and Dr. Edgar Johnwick, 
Medical Officer Charge, Carville. 

Dr. Milton Eisenhower, President 
Johns Hopkins University and Mr. 
Cyril Crowther, New York, President 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, were 
honorary chairmen. 

delegation from Carville, led Dr. 
Johnwick, went the symposium, The 
group included, addition Dr. John- 
wick who appeared panel educa- 
tion the physician; Dr. Fite, who de- 
livered paper major histopatho- 
logic findings; Dr. Robertsen who de- 
livered paper the use the mouse 
embryoma session devoted “The 
Problem and Carolyn 
Wrinkle, bacteriologist. 

addition the comments already 
cited, Dr. Robertsen said, “All all, 
one was impressed the scientific merit 
the presentations and the enthusiasm 
the participants.” 

his typical forthright fashion, Dr. 
Johnwick said, response query 
from THE STAR that much the 
symposium, especially culture 
mycobacteria, “was too technical for 
me.” But, recognizing this added, 
“That was the reason Fite, Robertsen 
and Wrinkle attended.” 

However, Dr. Johnwick made con- 
tribution, for said attempted 
make these main they are 
important ones: 

Carville want bring the 
attention medical students and 
practicing doctors the fact that the 
earliest lesions leprosy resemble those 
many diseases much more common 
and leprosy important differential 
diagnosis kept mind always 
because easily missed otherwise. 


diagnosed early, the profit goes the 
patient. 

“Doctors are slow include the differ- 
ential diagnosis leprosy their rou- 
tine work. They should think and 
then rule out possible. They will 
find our new cases for us—we have 
access the source. 


“Leprologists (i.e. ourselves) should 

reciprocate making sure that all other 
conditions our patients are properly 
recognized and named and treated. 
have had the tendency biased 
our own way, perhaps because think 
that leprosy something unique and 
different. It’s just another disease and 
the reason it’s missed not because 
it’s different, but only because imi- 
tates many 
Dr. Fite had this say: “The more 
interesting things the symposium were 
those presentations the most up-to- 
date information developments 
culture Lepraemurium rat 
fibroblasts R.J.W. Rees, the use 
agar-gel diffusion techniques Parlett 
several the excellent summaries 
and reviews present-day knowledge 
within several disciplines, You- 
mans, Doull, Bennett and others.” 

Said Miss Wrinkle: 
versial opinions and results presented 
regarding flourescent staining 
niques, animal passage growth, and the 
epidemiology Hansen’s bacillus were 
both challenging and confusing. The 
discussions the agargel diffusion 
methods are applicable the research 
presently progress, although the in- 
terpretation the results perplexing.” 


The the symposium follows: 

First Session May 8th Clinical and 
Pathological Responses Infection with 
leprae. 

Chairman: Dr. J.A. Doull 

Salient Clinical and Laboratory Features, 
Jacinto Convit, Medico Jefe 
Division lepra, Ministerio Sanidad 
Asistencia Social, Caracas, Venezuela; 
Histopathologic Findings, Dr. Fite; 
Predilection for Peripheral Nerves, Dr. 
Binford; Bone Lesions, Dr. M.F. Lechat, 
Assistant Bacteriologist, JHU-LWM Leprosy 
Research Laboratory, Johns Hopkins; Re- 
action States, Dr. Barba Rubio, Director, 
Dermatological Institute, Guadalajara, 
Mexico; Discussion: Identity Erythema 
Nodosum Leprosum, Dr. E.B. Helwig, Chief, 
Department Pathology, Armed Forces In- 
stitute Pathology, Washington; general 
discussion; summary and appraisal, Dr. I.L. 
Bennett, Jr., Prof. Pathology, School 
Medicine, Johns Hopkins. 

Second Session May 8th Immunology 
and Serology 

Chairman: Dr. Youmans, Prof, 
Microbiology, Northwestern University 
Medical School, Chicago 

Skin and Serologic Reactivity: Diagnostic 
and Prognostic Implications, Dr. Hanks; 
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ular Transfer Tuberculin Types 
Prospects for Reconciliation 
with Serologic Results, Dr. John Wallace, 
Assoc. Prof. Microbiology, Meharry Medi- 
cal College, Nashville, Antigen An- 
alysis and Antibody Titration Dif- 
fusion, Dr. Robert Parlett, Asst. Prof. 
Microbiology Northwestern Univ. Medical 
School, Chicago; Antigen Distribution 
Mycobacteria, Dr. C.C. Shepard, Chief pro- 
jects Unit, Communicable Diseases Center, 
PHS, Atlanta, Ga.; Antibodies Demonstrable 
During Infection, Dr. Morris, Lab. 
Virology and Rickettsiology, Div. Bio- 
logic Standards, National Institutes 
Health, Bethesda, Md.; general discussion 
and summary and appraisal, Dr. Abraham 
Osler, Assoc. Prof. Microbiology, 
School Hygiene and Public Health, Johns 
Hopkins. 

Panel Education the Physician, May 
8th, Teaching leprosy. Opportunities and 
Potentialities Medical and Public Health 
Schools. 


Panel Moderator: Dr. Stebbins 


mbers: Dr. Bang; Dr. Binford; Dr. 
Brown, Prof. Parasitology, 
School Public Health and Administrative 
Medicine, Columbia University, New York; 
eases, U.C.L.A. School Med. Los Angeles; 
Dr. E.A. Cleve, Asst. Prof. Tropical 
Medicine, Grad. School Public Health 
and Tropical Medicine, Tulane Univ., New 
Orleans; Dr. Convit; Dr. Paul Fasal, Assoc. 
Clin. Prof. Dermatology Stanford Univ., 
Consultant, State Dept. Health, San 
Rafael, Calif.; Dr. Gay Prieto; Dr. Janssens; 
Dr. Johnwick; Dr. F.C. Kluth, Dist. Health 
Officer, Southeast Dist., Allegheny Co. 
Health Dept., McKeesport, Pa.; Dr. Barba 
Rubio; Dr. McGavran, Dean, School 
Public Health, Univ. North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, N.C.; Dr. Millar, Dir. 
Preventive Medicine, Bur. Medicine and 
Surgery, Washington; Dr. Sanford, 
Asst. Prof. Internal Medicine, South- 
western Medical School, Univ. Texas, 
Dallas; Dr. Taylor, Dept. Epidemi- 
ology, School Public Health, Harvard 
Univ., Boston; Dr. Wallace; and Dr. Thomas 
Frothingham, Assoc. Member, Public 
Health Research Institute, City New 
York, 


Third Session May 9th 


Part Cytology 

Chairman: Dr. Mayer, Research 
Microbiologist, LWM, Dept. 
chemistry, Armed Forces Institute Path- 
ology, Washington 

The Life History the Lepra Cell (Re- 
constructed from Electron Micrograms 
thin Sections), Dr. Brieger, Strange- 
ways Research Laboratory, Cambridge, Eng- 
land; The Internal Organization the 
Mycobacterial Cell, Dr. Mudd, Dir., Micro- 
biology Research, Hospital, Philadelphia; 
Discussion: The Biological and Biochemical 
Properties isolated Mycobacterial Cellu- 
lar Components, Dr. Youmans; general dis- 
cussion opened Dr. R.J.W. Rees, National 
Institute for Medical Research, London; 
summary and appraisal, Dr. Mayer. 


Part The Cultivation Problem. Tissue 
Culture Systems 


Chairman: Dr. C.C. Shepard 

Review the Present Position with Spe- 
cial Reference leprae murium, Dr. 
Rees;The Mouse Monocyte Host Cell for 
leprae murium, Dr. Y.T. Chang, Pharma- 
cologist, LWM, National Institute Ar- 
thritis and Metabolic Diseases, Bethesda; 
pects, Dr. Shepard. 

Part The Cultivation Problem. Inde- 
pendent Growth. 

Chairman: Dr. Bloch, Prof. Micro- 


biology, School Medicine, Univ. Pitts- 
burgh 

“Independent” Growth, Dr. -Hanks; Cell 
Walls and Surfaces Mycobacteria, Dr. 
B.S. Tepper, Assoc. Biochemist, JHU-LWM 
Leprosy Research Johns Hopkins; 
Special Growth Factors and Other Con- 
ditions, Dr. C.V. Reich, Assoc. Bacterio- 
JHU-LWM Leprosy Research Lab., 
Johns Hopkins; Enzymology Host-grown 
Mycobacteria, Dr. N.E. Morrison, Asst. Bio- 
chemist, JHU-LWM Leprosy Research Lab., 
Johns Hopkins; general discussion; sum- 
mary and prospects, Dr. Bloch. 

Evening Collogium May 9th Other 
Mycobacterial Infections 

Chairman: Dr, E.R. Long, Emer. Prof. 
Univ. Penn. (Phipps Inst.), Consultant, 
PHS, Pedlar Mills, Va. 

Nonleprotic Mycobacterial Ulceration, Dr. 
Janssens; Mycobacterial Infectons Salmo- 
nids, Dr. E.M. Wood, Consultant, Aquatic 
Biology, Fish Pathology, Gig Harbor, Wash.; 
Other Infections, Dr. Feldman. 


Fourth Session May 10th Epidemiology 


Chairman: Dr. P.E. Sartwell, Prof. 
Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins 

Present Status and Problems, Dr. Doull; 
The WHO Prevalence Surveys, Dr. Gay 
Prieto; Cutaneous Responses Lepromin 
and Other Mycobacterial Antigens, Dr. R.S. 
Guinto, Epidemiologist, LWM, Cebu Skin 
Dispensary, Cebu City, Philippines; Con- 
tribution from Animal Experiments the 
Understanding Sensitivity Leprae, 
Dr. Taylor; Discussion Mycobacterial 
Sensitivity, Dr. Carroll Palmer, Med. Dir., 
Div. Special Health Services, PHS, Wash- 
ington, and Dr. Lydia Edwards, Med. 
Dir., Div. Special Health Services, PHS, 
Washington; general discussion; 
and appraisal, Dr. Sartwell. 


Fifth Session May 10th The Problem 
Transmission 
Chairman: Dr. W.H. Feldman 


Basic Problems Animal Transmission, 
Dr. Binford; Inoculation into Footpads 
Mice, Dr. Shepard; Discussion Recent 
Work England, Dr. Rees; Discussion 
Related Work Venezuela, Dr. Convit; Use 
Mouse Embryoma, Dr. Robertsen; Inocu- 
lation leprae Animals under Special 


Dietary Conditions, Dr. Karl Mason, Prof. 
Anatomy, School Medicine and 
Dentistry, Univ. Rochester, Rochester, 
N.Y.; Discussion Paper No. Dr. S.S. 
Barkulis, Chief, Div. Microbiology, Ciba 
Pharmaceutical Products, Inc., Summit, 
general discussion; summary and appraisal, 
Dr. Feldman. 


Closing Remarks: 
For the University Dr. Bang; for the 
Memorial Dr. Doull. 


The Symposium 
and The Press 


“Because certain misconceptions 
about Hansen’s Disease there are 
probably many cases hiding. The 
term Hansen’s Disease used the 
author. Other terminology does little 
more than label the patient with 
odious name, and our primary con- 
cern physicians help the pa- 
tient, not drive him into despair 
and social ostracism through the ill 
advised use names.” 

These are the words Dr. Arlington 
Bensel, practicing dermatologist Or- 


ange, New Jersey, used presenting 
his his pictorial exhibit The Recog- 
nition Hansen’s Disease, which inci- 
dentally, the background the 
front cover this issue THE STAR. 

This attitude not just sometime 
thing with Dr. Bensel, for had much 
the same say interview for the 
Baltimore, Md., SUN May 10, while 
taking part the Johns Hopkins-Leon- 
ard Wood Memorial Symposium Re- 
search Leprosy. 


the interview, picked the 
Associated Press and presumably sent 
all their subscribers, Dr. Bensel had 
sharp criticism for the manner which 
so-called leprosy was handled the 
motion picture “Ben Hur.” The 
“made big deal leprosy” Dr. Bensel 
was quoted saying and “what the pic- 
ture needed was some good medical 
editing.” 

Actually, Dr. Bensel said, patients 
with could treated ordinary 
general hospitals and would not have 
“leprosarium” except for two 
factors which have nothing with 
need for isolation. 

For one thing few doctors this 
country have had experience diag- 
nosing and treating the disease. 

For another, patients wish away 
for psychological reasons, out concern 
for their families. 

Dr. Bensel urged abandonment the 
very word “leper,” the interview states, 
saying that implies someone unclean 
shunned and abandoned. The term 
itself, Dr, Bensel said, helps perpetu- 


ate feelings about the horror the 
disease. 


The New Jersey dermatologist gave 
Dr. Edgar Johnwick, Carville’s Medi- 
cal Officer Charge, plug when 
pointed out that Dr. Johnwick work- 
ing for greater community acceptance 
patients. Dr. Johnwick encour- 
ages employers hire these people and 
doing much educate employers 
regard the safety taking patients 
with this which can arrested 
and kept standstill, said Dr. Bensel. 

Another interview the Baltimore 
SUN, May was not good. The story 
under the by-line Weldon Wallace, 
the SUN’s science writer, trying 
“exaggerated inaccurate 
popular beliefs” about the disease, its- 
checking statements attributed 
“several speakers.” Mr. Wallace missed 
the boat, particularly such hurtful 
and unproved statement this, “The 
really serious form the so-called lep- 
kind leprosy described 
the Bible,” and the Baltimore SUN 
has circulation 198,200. 
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Carville Observes National 


Carville hospital staffers and volunteers are shown reviewing plans for Hospital Week 


= 


and Open House—(L Dr. Alan Nicol, Chief, Rehabilitation Branch, Claylia 


Kelley, Volunteer, Baton Rouge; Mrs. Violet Schmidt, Volunteer, Clinton; 
Galey, Volunteer, Baton Rouge and Francis Ellis, Administrative Officer. 


For the first time the history 
the hospital, staff representatives went 
the air invite the public visit 
here during National Hospital Week, 
May through 13. 

Administrative Officer 
Ellis and Chief Special Services 
Rickman, Jr., extended the invitation 
interview Jean Wheeler and 
Walter Hill, May WBRZ, Baton 
Rouge, Channel television 
program. 

Hospital Day, was originally 
called, was established May 12, 1921, 
honor Florence Nightingale. 
was the anniversary the birth 
this great lady. 

The purpose Hospital Week 
focus public attention the work the 
hospitals are performing 
high quality, year-round care the 
community. 

was just three months before the 


first Hospital Day 1921 that 


federal government took over the Car- 
ville property from the state. The place 
was more than home and refuge 
from scared and badly informed pub- 
lic. partitioned cubicle served 
meeting place for patients 
relatives. 
have come long way since that 
first Hospital Day forty years ago and 
efforts are certainly being made focus 
public attention the medical care 
and splendid facilities now have 
this hospital. But even more important 
the great progress made THE 
STAR the past twenty years and 
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Hospital Week 


During National Hospital Week several 
attractive displays were located noticea- 
ble places throughout the hospital. Pictured 
above the dietetic display patients’ 
cafeteria, with Sister Julitta, Assistant Die- 
titian, standing alongside. Descriptive ma- 
terial about the hospital’s water purification 
system and the Incentive Awards Program 
for hospital personnel was displayed the 
main entrance the infirmary. another 
location fine Safety Display attracted 
attention. And the lobby the recreation 
building THE picture exhibit drew 
the attention visitors. 


many walks life came Carville dur- 
ing Hospital Week. addition the 
regular hospital tours, originated 
THE STAR cooperation with the 
Patients’ Federation, visitors were shown 
the film, “Management the Leprosy 
Patient” and given 
ature about Hansen’s disease. 


Prominent representatives business, industry and community from East Baton 
Rouge, Iberville, and Ascension Parishes (counties) were Hospital Week visitors Car- 
ville. (Left photo Front row, A.J. Matherne, Manager, Willow Glenn Generating 
Plant, St. Gabriel; D.F. Mayfield, Manager, Public Relations, Humble Oil and Refining Co., 
Baton Rouge; P.W. Brady, Manager, Polyethylene Division, Wyandotte Chemical Plant, 
Geismar. (Second Row, Feltus Rhodes, President, Rhodes-Dupuy Insurance Co., 
Baton Rouge; T.D. Frymore, Wyandotte Chemical Corp., Geismar, and L.L. Feickert, 
Manager, Ormet Corp., Burnside. (Right photo Front row, F.R. Ellis, Hospital 
Administrative Officer, Carville; Hickley Waguespack, Sheriff, Ascension Parish, Gon- 
Chester Carville, Merchant, Carville; (Second Row, B.G. Harwell, Manager, 
Goliad Corp., Geismar; George McCollough, Manager, Wyandotte Chemical Plant, Geismar; 
Louis Christian, District Manager, Gulf States Utilities Co., Baton Rouge, and K.L. 
Grubbs, Manager, Public Relations, Ormet Corp., Burnside. 


thé hospital recent years promoting 
better public understanding about 
Hansen’s disease. result all this, 
more than 10,000 visitors now pass 
through our hospital gate single 
year. 

This year groups and individuals from 


you see, vigorous program, 
keeping with the aim National Hos- 
pital Week being carried the year- 
round this hospital. And already 
much the “hocus-pocus” about so- 
called “leprosy” has been dispelled. 


«“Words are both better and worse 
than thoughts; they express them, and 
add them; they give them power for 
good evil; they start them end- 
less flight, for instruction and comfort 
blessing, for injury and sorrow 
and Edwards. 


letter the editor the Pasco, 
Wash., TRI-CITY HERALD, March 
Dr. Herman Kramer points out that, 
“Such words leper, leper colony and 
even the word leprosy, create and per- 
petuate fear and therefore result in- 
human attitudes towards sufferers 
this disease.” 

Dr. Kramer, who until recently was 
medical director Kalaupapa Settle- 
ment, Molokai, Hawaii, opposes the use 
made this cogent comment anent 

“Figures speech which the word 
leper used are derogative, unwise, un- 
kind and unloving and the generations 
now growing should have the right 
see the problem Hansen’s disease 
its correct proportions.” 

don’t think that future gener- 
ations will ever have the opportunity, 
Dr. Kramer says, they are entitled 
long the bulk today’s medical pro- 
fession insists upon the Old Testament 
name “leprosy” for this disease. 
rosy” begets and, fact, late 
has become clear that the word lep- 
rosy, which the medical profession re- 
tains name used more 
often its connotative sense than its 
meaning. Below are few 
the clear examples which cross our 
desk daily from our clipping service: 

the Utica, OBSERVER- 
DISPATCH, March 21, Arthur Grif- 
fiths says this about socially malad- 
justed welfare recipient: “He remains 
social leper...” 

the Charleston, NEWS and 
CURRIER, April 22, editorial com- 
menting the failure the recent in- 
vasion Castro’s Cuba, “Instead 
treating some Cuban groups lepers, 
the State Department should ...” 

the Los Angeles, MIRROR, 
March column entitled “Your 
City” was this, “Economy still runs sec- 
ond leprosy political popularity 
contest.” 

the Canton, Ohio, REPOSITORY, 
March 20, column entitled “Rouge 
Noir” Truman Twill, dealing 


with telephone exchanges, 


comment: “... when the wrong exchange 
was as-hard put with case 
leprosy.” 


the Norfolk, Va., VIRGINIAN 
PILOT, March 15, was this story 
Raymond Bancroft: “Give this can- 
cer leprosy back them. They 
started it.” 

the New York JOURNAL AMER- 
ICAN, Feb. 23, article John 
Newton said this: “Motorists should 
avoid flat tires the Belt parkway 
they would leprosy the seven-year 
itch...” 

And, the OVERSEAS PRESS BUL- 
LETIN Jan. was this: 

so-called ‘informed sources’ shun- 
ned city hall’s huge pressroom like 
leper colony.” 

not one these instances the 
fine word used 
its “scientific” sense and the word “lep- 
er” used usual coy means im- 
plying something horrible. the light 
these examples, not clipped from the 
yellowed pages some newspapers 
years ago, but from current papers, 
there seems little hope that future gener- 
ations will ever understand that people 
with Hansen’s disease not have “lep- 
rosy” and they are not 


Medical Application 
the Name Leprosy 
Biblical Conception 
the Same Name 
Scientific Sin-tific? 


The medical world, particularly 
specialists this field, has two main 
classifications for so-called 
lepromatous (the skin type) and 
tuberculoid neural. Some add in- 
between type called 
The truth is, the “lepro- 
logists” their international congresses, 
put lot time arguing about class- 
ification, and the subject become 
controversial and confusing, among the 
scientists themselves. But the clergy, 
rule, which also spends lot time 
talking the subject, has other class- 
ifications for “leprosy the Bible.” 
Ministers all faiths are fond using 
such expressions leprosy,” 
“moral leprosy,” “sin leprosy,” and even 
“political leprosy,” mention few. 

Here are some recent examples 


what mean: 

The Sterling, Ill, GAZETTE, re- 
ported its April 14, 1961, issue that 
of. sin” would part the scheduled 
Sunday services the Calvary Baptist 
Church. 

J.C. Goodpasture, his column “Pio- 
neer (GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
Nashville, Tenn., May 18, 1961) also 
expounded leprosy sin” his 
account “the healing Naaman, the 
leper.” The joker this deal that 
Naaman did not have leprosy, least 
not the disease that known that 
name today. Naaman had leucoderma. 
Who said so? Dr. Robert Cochrane, 
London, said so, and has made 
thorough study Biblical leprosy. 
diseases the Bible all lumped together 
under the one name 

The April 22, 1961, 
Temple Sholom, Chicago, reported 
that Rabbi Louis Binstock would preach 
Leprosy Our Times.” After 
THE STAR objected Rabbi Bin- 
stock’s topic defended himself 
saying that had reference “social 
leprosy” which was him apparently 
perfectly plausible 
though said his letter that 
well aware “the present situation 
the leprosy field.” 

Bishop Fulton Sheen, “leprosy 
symbol sin” and one his 
syndicated “God Love You” columns, 
said this: “Communism the 
social body what leprosy the physi- 
cal body.” (He would not have dared 
use such comparison with any other 
disease.) 

Notice that these examples come from 
Protestant, Jewish and Catholic sources. 

Since the world refuses 
budge its contention that leprosy 
properly scientific name for the disease 
called that name today, might 
well try get the clergy find 
other synonyms for “evil,” “wicked” and 
the like, these being the meanings given 
leprosy the though they 
are talking about Biblical leprosy, they 
not bother differentiate from, 
well, shall say “medical 
often than not, they equate 
the two. The well-known Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale did this recently. 

With both the medical world and the 
clergy contend with this matter, 
perhaps solution would call the 

cont’d pg. col. 
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and 


There are two entirely different dis- 
eases which are both spoken “Lep- 
rosy”, and indeed terribly tragic 
that should so, since Biblical de- 
scription uncleanness still clings 
the modern disease, and causes untold 
misery present-day patients. 

read leprosy the Bible. 
There are more than references 
it, including quite long description 
Leviticus, ch. 13, 14, and 15. 
affected not only the person, but the 
clothing, the walls the house, bed, 
saddle, etc. The nature this disease 
not known precisely, but probably 
included several conditions, most likely 
fungoid nature, such moulds. 

The Bible was written originally 
the Hebrew language, and the word 
used that language for the disease 
was “ZARAATH”. not 
“leprosy” all. That word came into 
existence the first translation 
the Greek language, the Septuagint, 
about 200 years B.C. Both words meant 
scaly. 

Whatever the original disease was, 
does not exist today. have 
disease all resembling it. 

“Leprosy” extinct, therefore the 
word should extinct too. 
ought very careful avoid calling 
patients that name, for causes 
more misery and distress than the dis- 
ease itself. 

After years work amongst so- 
called various parts Afri- 
ca,*I feel great urge utmost 
alleviate their mental suffering. 
white-skinned patients Southern Rho- 
desia came one day, and asked 
write the newspapers about 
the appalling distress they feel being 
known with all its Biblical 
associations. told them that they them- 
selves were the proper people write 
the newspapers, but that would 
write the Government and back them 
up. The result was that got the 
word banished from both of- 
ficial language and from the local news- 
papers. this can done one coun- 
try, can done another, and the 
world over. will not easy, great 
difficulties stand the way, but they 
must overcome time, and now 
that a-new version the Bible 
published shortly, great opportunity 
presents itself the clergy make 
radical change nomenclature. 

One thing obvious, and that that 
the modern disease must known 
its proper name, “ELEPHANTIASIS 
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the name given 
CLAUDIUS GALENUS, who lived 
from 133 201 A.D. Galenus was 
very famous Greek physician who stud- 
ied various places Greece, and 
Egypt, and later went Rome phy- 
sician three Roman Emperors, Mar- 
cus Aurelius, Verus, and Severus. 
studied not only medicine and anatomy, 
but philosophy, and many his writ- 
ings are existence today. 

quote from letter written 
from the Wellcome Historical Library, 


“You are quite right thinking 
that Galen described the disease. 

“The passage occurs his causis 
morborum, ch. where includes 
amongst the symptoms, 
noses, and extended ears, thickened 
lips; ends ‘in general their ap- 
pearance suggest that satyrs’. 

“In his Glauconem Galen men- 
tions the viscous blood the veins 
associated with E.G. 

“He refers its incidence Alex- 
andria, due, thinks, both the 
climate and the diet the in- 
habitants, which consis.ed largely 
lentils, snails, pickles, asses’ meat, and 
the like, all which his view had 
black bile. This excess constitutes for 
Galen the true cause E.G. 

“Repeatedly, advocates bleeding 
and purging, and theriac vipers. 
Elsewhere recommends dietary 
treatment, (flesh hedgehog). 
tells condition where the patient 
loses the extremities hands and 


The Second Translation 


was not till the 4th Century A.D., 
that the Greek Bible was translated in- 
Latin, St. Jerome, very learned 
scholar, who went Bethlehem for the 
purpose and was there for years. His 


translation the “VULGATE”, and 


the Bible the Roman Catholic 
Church this day. 

There was word Latin for 
LEPRA, St. Jerome made use that 
WAS ST. JEROME’S USE THE 
WORD “LEPRA” (masculine LEP- 
ROS), THAT HAS GIVEN RISE 
THE MISERY AND DISTRESS 
PRESENT DAY PATIENTS, 
WITH ITS TERRIBLE STIGMA 


Bernard Moiser 


UNCLEAN, UNCLEAN. 

What these words mean? They 
are intended used merely 
ritualistic sense, unfit attend 
ganised ceremonies religious wor- 
ship. There connection whatever 
with SEX, although this common 
belief. The words merely mean SIN- 
NERS, but ritualism often used 
derogatory sense. 


Elephantiasis Graecorum 


want now consider briefly the 
modern disease. acquired dis- 
ease. not hereditary. child was 
ever born with it. not contagious, 
nor infectious. write that with con- 
viction. does not kill, maims and 
disfigures, but always tends cure 
itself. Most patients could any 
company, and not attract attention. 
When the Prime Minister Southern 
Rhodesia visited hospital, and ex- 
amined some 500 patients, stripped 
the waist, remarked that would 
not have known that there was 
thing the matter with most them. 
And very distinguished surgeon. 
That the usual picture, there very 
little seen. 

There are two main types, the neu- 
ritic, and the more advanced nodular. 
believe that the disease always starts 
neuritis, that is, inflammation 
the nerves, due the growth within 
them the bacillus HANSEN, 
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named after Dr. Hansen Norway, 
who discovered about 1874. The 
nerves may become completely 
stroyed, leading loss sensation, 
loss movement and nutrition, with 
consequent paralysis, contractions, ul- 
cers, and diseased bones necessitating 
amputation. The mind and general 
health are affected very little, all, 
the disease, also, mutual kindness. 

But there type the disease, 
causing large lumps appear. One 
African patients had this condi- 
tion such extent, that his face 
looked hardly human. But that boy (he 
was under 20) was cured, and left the 
hospital vigorous health, smiling and 


happy. 


Transmission 


HOW THE DISEASE ACQUIRED? 
That question has completely baffled 
the medical profession for all time. 
Nothing daunted, set myself the task 
finding the answer. firm belief 
that the disease transmitted the 
bite infected cockroach. This be- 
lief not generally accepted the 
profession present. Perhaps will 
another century sol 

Cockroaches must regarded 
dangerous creatures. They are suspect- 
transmitting not only E.G., but 
also Polio and Plague. 


The Condition Britain 


Elephantiasis Graecorum 
cally disappeared from Britain. was 
never rampant. Traill’s Soctal History 
tells that there may have been 
case village here and there, per- 
haps couple large town, and pos- 
sibly score whole diocese. They 
were not allowed live ordinary 
habitations, but were housed “LA- 
ZARS” “LEPER HOUSES”, 
which there were less than 300 Bri- 
tain. Patients were deprived all civil 
rights, they could not inherit, make 
Will, and the BURIAL SERVICE 
WAS READ OVER THEM. Just think 
that! They were considered Dead 
Things! But they were allowed beg, 
and could help themselves any food 
offered shops. was the easiest way 
livelihood rogues and vagabonds! 

KING EDWARD wishing 
know what was happening 
Lazars, sent his commissioners cer- 
tain St. James’ lazar Canterbury, 
which was endowed for leprous 
women. They found women there, 
with nothing whatever the matter with 
them, fact they were said 


GLOWING WITH HEALTH! 

These Lazars were nothing more than 
alms houses, and they were dreadfully 
abused. CHAUCER (1340 1400) 
made one his characters say that “HE 
KNEW THE TAVERNS THE 
TOWN BETTER THAN ANY LEP- 
ER”! How ridiculous all appears 
have been, and when wave SYPHI- 
LIS swept over Britain from the con- 
tinent the end 16th Century, doc- 
tors forgot all about “Leprosy” and 
called everything Syphilis! 


The New Version the Bible 


the new version, published short- 
ly, will made quite clear, that the 
present disease not the disease 
Biblical times, that not “unclean”, 
that the disease has been contracted 
through fault whatever the part 
the patient, that deserves 
set free decisively from the stigma and 
abject misery inflicted the designa- 
tion “LEPER”. 

How this can accomplished must 
left the translators the New 
Bible, the Clergy, the head whom 
is, told, the Bishop Winchester. 

will centuries before Elephan- 
tiasis Graecorum overcome tropical 
countries, where claims large num- 
bers victims. Meanwhile, Christianity 
spreading more and more into these 
countries. Are more and more people 
called Surely not! 
The NEW BIBLE can avert this miser- 
able prospect, efficiently handled, 
feel sure that will be. 

implore the translators give this 
matter their most careful thought. 


BERNARD MOISER 


O.B.E., M.D. Lond. 
D.P.H. Eng. 

For many years Councillor the 
International Leprosy Association. 
fifty years, the relief 
suffering Africa. 


Dr. Moiser retired 1956 and re- 
turned his native England. has 
been long-time friend THE STAR 
and its editor, and our November- 
December 1958 issue, published Dr. 
Moiser’s Africa Some 
Reflections and Convictions” written 
especially for THE 

Dr. Moiser, 81, resides Popleswell, 
Crewkerne, Somerset, England. 


Medical And Professional 


Journals 


CLINICAL MEDICINE, Winnetka, 
Ill. (April 1961) carries paper 
Leonard Grayson, M.D. and Hilliard 
Shair, M.D. Quincy, reporting 
the “Treatment Porphyria with 
Anti-Leprosy Drug.” 

THE STAR submitted the paper 
Dr. John Trautman for comment. Dr. 
Trautman, Chief Carville’s Clinical 
Branch, said: 


“Certain diseases characterized 
vesicle formation (fluid-filled lesions 
similar blisters) have been treated 
with drugs also used leprosy. For 
instance, Promacetin has been employed 
the treatment dermatitis herpeti- 
formis with some success. 


“The authors report the use thio- 
carbanilide dipheny thiourea com- 
pound well known Carville Ciba- 
1906) the treatment porphyria. 
This disease the result inborn 
error metabolism and complicated 
entity understand well being 
uncommon. Certain cases show vesicula- 
tion. 


“Two cases porphyria associated 
with vesiculation were treated with thio- 
carbanilide. The results were considered 
good but sufficient data regarding 
the true effectiveness the drug por- 
phyria has not yet been obtained, and 
further study indicated.” 

study Dr. Joseph Rogers, 
Gadsden, Alabama, concerned with 
“the incidence fatal coronary throm- 
bosis, cerebral vascular accident and 
pulmonary embolism people with 
leprosy,” reported ANNALS 
INTERNAL MEDICINE, Lancaster, 
Pa. 


Evidence presented Dr. Rogers, 
“that the incidence fatal heart at- 
tacks,, strokes and pulmonary embo- 
lism people afflicted with leprosy 
great deal less than could ordinarily 
expected. postulated that lep- 
rosy,like tuberculosis, provokes 
sponse the body which has pro- 
tective action against these diseases. 
suggested that this associated with 
vivo hypocoagulable state the 
blood, mediated through increase 
the plasma globulins. This may 
about complexing the 
unusual globulins with clotting factors, 
increased fibrinolytic activity, 
both. the concepts developed here 
prove correct, then the basic in- 
formation necessary for the develop- 
ment immunization against 
thrombosis provided.” 

Material for Dr. Roger’s investigation 
was obtained from the Carville Hos- 
pital. 
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ASSIGNMENT ALASKA 


For Carville Administrator 


Some like hot, some like cold, and 
Francis Ellis, (above) Chief the 
Administrative Branch this hospital 
will soon have the opportunity find 
out which prefers, the hot, humid 
climate South Louisiana, where 
has been for years, the deep freeze 
Alaska. 

has been announced that Mr. Ellis 
will leave soon for Anchorage, Alaska, 
where will assume the important 
duty Area Executive Officer. 

Francis Ellis was Carville’s first Ad- 
ministrative Officer, when that post was 
created 1954. came here July 
that year, from the New Orleans PHS 
Hospital where held the same post 
for years. has been with the 
Public Health Service for years. When 
arrived Carville seven years ago, 
was three-striper. leaves Carville 
four-striper. 

“I’ve enjoyed work here,” told 
THE STAR. have seen lot 
changes the past years.” feels 
that better organization has developed 
this hospital, and thinks there will 
more changes the future, conducive 
total patient needs. 

TRANSFERRED 

Dean Currier, M.A., Chief Car- 
ville’s Physical Therapy Department for 
the past years, has been transferred 
the Norfolk, Va., PHS Hospital, where 
will hold the same post. 

Currier did fine and conscientious 
job here. combined unfailing cour- 
tesy the patients with individual at- 
tention each case, always giving his 
best, particularly postsurgical treat- 
ment. Under Dean Currier’s direction, 
became one the busiest and most 
efficient departments the hospital, 
with added services and new equipment, 
such the ultra-sound machine. Currier 
has contributed papers about his work 
Carville professional journals. Two 
have appeared PHYSICAL 
THERAPY REVIEW. 
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Meetings Unlimited 


REHABILITATION 
BRANCH 
MEETING 


GENERAL 
STAFF 


First Carville Doc: Where are you 
going such hurry, man? 
Second Doc: meeting course. 


Carville’s new Chief Physical Thera- 
Robert Zimmerman, graduate 
New York University. began work 
the department here about 
months ago, and has already proved 
expert his line, plus skilled 
practitioner psychology, “You can 
it.” 

The department under Zimmer- 
man’s direction will, doubt, continue 
forward, and hopes enlarge 
it, both scope and space. The newest 
bicycle exerciser. 

Don Shipley, Physical Therapist, from 
the New Orleans PHS Hospital, will 
join Zimmerman soon. The Physical 
Therapy department also employs two 
patients. 


DOCTORS LEAVING AGAIN 


That line the popular song, “Get- 
ting know you, getting know all 
about you,” certainly does not apply 
Carville’s clinical staff. Hardly does 
patient feel that beginning 


know his doctor, the doctor know the 


patient, and more important, the doctor 
know something about Hansen’s dis- 
ease, when the medico and gone. 
This procedure has been going here 
now for about years, and apparently, 
will continue. was recently announced 
that Dr. Norman Lewis, Jr., and Dr. 
Joseph Dooley, Jr., both the resi- 
dent clinical staff, will soon leaving 
the hospital. 

Dr. Lewis will the Norfolk, Va., 
PHS Hospital, where has resi- 
dency. was duty Carville for 
two years coming here August 1959 


First Doc: Which one, man? 
Second Doc: don’t know, does 
matter? 

First Doc: Great; with you. 


from the Lancaster, Pa., General Hospi- 
tal where had just completed his in- 
ternship. Dr. Lewis, personable young 
physician, took great interest his 
work here and was well liked the pa- 
tients. 

Dr. Dooley has been the Carville 
staff for only year. resigning 
from the PHS enter private practice. 
came here from the PHS Hospital 
Staten Island, N.Y., where took 
his internship, and remained for time 
resident radiology. Dr. Dooley 
has special interest neurology, and 
doubt, gained valuable experience 

ere. 


Perennial Problem 


the plus side the ledger, here 
are two more alert young physicians who 
will enter practice with firsthand 
knowledge the early signs and symp- 
toms Hansen’s disease, and this not 
usually the case with the average phy- 
sician, even many dermatologists. 

However, the Patients’ Federation 
went record several years ago pro- 
testing the PHS, Washington, the 
“constant turnover the clinical staff 
Carville.” The Federation pointed 
out that, “It has been authoritatively 
stated that takes least five years 
clinical experience Hansen’s disease 
for physician well grounded 
this disease. The constant turnover 
the staff Carville does not seem con- 
ducive this end, the ad- 
vantage the patients who, all, 
should the first concern the hos- 


pital.” 
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Two the distinguished doctors who 
came this country participate 


the Leonard Wood Memorial-Johns 
Hopkins Symposium Leprosy Re- 
search Baltimore took time stop 
Carville before returning home, 
hearth and work. Dr. Jose Barba Rubio, 
Guadalajara, Mexico, was here May 16- 
17, and Dr. Rees London, 


England,. May 18-19. Both 
doctors spoke the Carville staff. 


Dr. Barba Rubio (above) who has 
been working the field Hansen’s 
disease for almost years said that the 
late Dr. Faget had invited him 
visit Carville years ago. “Now 
have realized ambition,” declared 
the dynamic, fast-talking Mexican scien- 
tist. (It took two interpreters keep 
with him.) Dr. Barba Rubio 
founder and director the Instituto 
Dermatologico Guadalajara, where 
serves without pay. His other duties in- 
clude director Region the Pro- 
gram for the Control Chronic Skin 
Diseases, professor the Dermato- 
syphilo-leprology Department the 
Medical .University Guadalajara; ‘and 
private practice, and his spare time, 
acts editorial counsellor the 
MEXICAN REVIEW DERMA- 
TOLOGY, which also contributes 
papers. 

scientist first, but like his eminent 


colleague, Dr. Fernando Latapi, 
Mexico City, Dr. Barba Rubio has done 
much humanize the problem Han- 
sen’s disease Mexico, where real 
medical and social problem. There are 
co, and estimated there are twice 
that number the country, which has 
population million. They have 
about small hospitals for old cases, 
and hospitalization these cases 
strictly voluntary basis. new 
cases are admitted. The new cases are 
treated some dermatological cen- 
ters which treat all kinds skin diseases 
(before these centers were called anti- 
leprosy dispensaries). With the change 
policy, came change name. 
“There stigma because one patient 
does not know what the other one has.” 


patient has acute reac- 
pitalized general hospital without 
isolation, and only the usual “sanitary 
etiquette” procedure carried out, 
the Mexican public health authorities 
practice what they preach that Han- 
sen’s disease the least communicable 
all communicable diseases. The 


head his household. continues 
working and thus families are not sepa- 
rated. 


Medical students are required take 
course before gradu- 
ation. They take the medical, social, 
clinical, laboratory aspects and also the 
philosophy the anti-leprosy campaign 
Mexico. This campaign aimed 
the medical profession, the clergy and 
the public through conferences and 
seminars and facts are publicized regu- 
larly reviews, newspapers, magazines, 
radio and other communication media. 


The change policy towards Han- 
sen’s disease Mexico came about 
1955, and because it, the health au- 
thorities have convinced the patients and 
their families that early diagnosis and 
prompt treatment the basis the 
whole problem. “We have difficulty 
with the patients,” Dr. Barba Rubio 
said, come forward and seek treat- 
ment.” 


Dr. Rees with the London 
Institute Medical Research, which 


part the British Medical Research 
Council. Dr. Rees works the experi- 
mental field and HD. The Insti- 
tute formerly concentrated re- 
search, but 1954 they added HD. Dr. 
Rees said they are attempting grow 
the Hansen bacillus tissue culture 
methods using murine (rat) leprosy 
bacilli model, and they are also 
studying the structure the Hansen 
bacillus using electron microscope. 
Dr. Rees said, electron microscope 
has enabled better understand the 
staining properties the organism.” 


Alan Donaldson, Deputy Chief 
the PHS Communicable Disease Center, 
Atlanta, signed THE STAR Guestbook 
May 25. was introduced the MOC 
himself, Dr. Johnwick. This was Dr. 
Donaldson’s first visit Carville, but 
more than likely, will not his last, 
because came here discuss with the 
staff helpful research activi- 
ties between CDC here.” Dr. 
Donaldson had not seen copy THE 
remedy that situation. 


Dr. Emil Swepston Martinsburg, 
visited here May the invi- 
tation Miss Carolyn Wrinkle, Car- 
ville’s Dr. Swepton 
and Miss Wrinkle used work together 
the Hospital Martinsburg. 


THE STAR’s Guestbook carries the 
signatures many other visitors May, 
too many for space limitations, but 
must mention all our guests from 
other lands. One such was Makomen 
Hebtemariam from Addis Abba, Ethi- 
opia. Mr. Hebtemariam, who has his 
from the American University, Bayreuth, 
was the U.S.A. take his Master’s 
hospital administration from Wash- 
ington University, St. Louis, Mo. 


Mrs. Raja Teh Zaiton binti Kamaral- 
zaman, the Children’s Welfare Serv- 
ice, Federation Malaya, visited here 
May 25. This interesting woman works 
with the healthy children parents. 
Our interview with Mrs. Kamaralzaman 


will appear the next issue THE 
STAR. 
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Carville Gives DAVA’s Leading Lady 


Full Red Carp 


Lucille McCarthy Newtonville, Mass., 
National Commander the Disabled 
American Veterans Auxiliary, first became 
active the Auxiliary Nebraska, both 
locally and the State Department, where 
she assisted the organizing the De- 
partment. Upon moving Buffalo she be- 
came active Greater Buffalo No. serving 
their commander. She served National 
Convention Chairman the Buffalo Nation- 
Convention. She has served the Nation- 
Department National Executive Com- 
mitteewoman the 9th District, National 
2nd Junior Vice Commander, National Com- 
munity Service Chairman, National Chaplain, 
National Ist Junior Vice Commander. Last 
year she served National Senior Vice 
Membership 
Chairman. She recently moved Massa- 
chusetts, where her husband Veterans 
Administration employee. 


Mrs. Lucille McCarthy Newton- 
ville, Mass., the first World War girl 
serve national commander the 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary, 
was given red carpet hospitality when 
she visited Carville April part 
her official visit the Louisiana De- 
partment the DAVA. 

Carville visit has become almost 
traditional part the travels the 


DAVA’s national commander and Mrs. 


McCarthy very attractively contributes 
this tradition. 

Mrs. McCarthy and her party, includ- 
ing other DAVA officials and mem- 
bers, headed Mrs. Lise Surgi, New 
Orleans, Louisiana Department Com- 
mander, were taken meet Dr. Edgar 
Johnwick, Medical Officer Charge, 
immediately after their arrival and later 
the morning saw the film, “Manage- 
ment the Leprosy Patient.” The group 
had lunch official guests the hospi- 
tal and were taken tour 
patient guide. After meeting with 
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Hospitality 


National Commander DAVA Lucille McCarthy and her party were photographed 
Bamboo Room. Mrs. McCarthy seated (second from right). r.) are 
Mrs. Bertha Lanoux, New Orleans, La., Department Adjutant; Mrs. Mary Floyd, New 
Orleans, National Executive Committeewoman, Dist. Mrs. Lise Surgi, New Orleans, 
Cepartment Commander; Mrs. Esther Oschmann, Long Beach, Miss., National 
ism Chairman. Standing are Mrs. Jackie Bertheand, New Orleans, Past Dept. Com- 
mander; Mrs. Irma Griffatta, New Orleans, Past Dept. Senior Vice Commander; Mrs. 


Margaret D’Angelo, New Orleans, Past Dept. Commander; Mrs. Pearl Lucas, Baton 
Rouge, Past Dept. Commander, and Adjutant Capitol City No. Mrs. Ruth Block, 
New Orleans, Past National Executive Committeewoman; Mrs. Thurza Goodrich, 
Baton Rouge, Commander, Capitol City No. Mrs. Louise Winfrey, New Orleans, Past 
Commander, Chapter 10, and Mrs. D.C. Keller, New Orleans. Not the photograph, but 
also included the party were: Mrs. Irma Cook, New Orleans, Dept. Chaplain; Mrs. 


Aline Plaisance, New Orleans, B.J. Daly No. 


the lone male, Mr. Plaisance, DAV No. 13. 


patients representing various veterans 
organizations here the group visited 
Suburbia. 

Three the group visited THE 
STAR’s Editor his room the in- 
firmary where Dr. Alan Nicol, Chief, Re- 
habilitation Branch, was pressed into 
service secretary take notes the 
interview. When Mrs. McCarthy, Mrs. 
Surgi, and Mrs. Irma Griffatta, long- 
time friend Carville and THE STAR, 
entered, they noticed clipboard and 
pencil the foot the bed. see 
been forewarned our visit,” 
Mrs. McCarthy remarked. 

“Right, I’m forearmed,” responded 
the editor. 

«Mrs. McCarthy remarked that she too 
was sense “forewarned” what 
expect Carville, for she saw the 
film this hospital when Carville’s 
Dr. Byron Olson showed the 
DAVA national convention last year. 
Too, she said, she has heard Mrs. 


Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich., Past 
National Commander, one this hospi- 


THE 


TAR 


13; Mrs, Albert Aucoin, New Orleans, and 


tal’s best loved people and faithful 
STAR confederate, “talk many 

national commander, Mrs. 
McCarthy’s chief interests are “hospital 
and community service with sufficient 
membership carry this important 
work.” Her travels this year, thus far, 
have included, addition Louisiana, 
Colorado, Missouri, Kansas, 
Nebraska, Maryland, Virginia, Washing- 
ton, D.C., Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee. 

THE STAR presented the national 
commander with autographed copy 
Betty Martin’s book, Miracle Carville. 

New Orleans, where she arrived 
April 18, for four-day visit, Mrs. 
McCarthy was given key the city. 
One day her planned stay the Cres- 
cent City was set aside for Carville. Mrs. 
McCarthy’s avowed purpose helping 
hospitalized veterans and her particular 
interest this hospital and all its 
patients—as well her charming person- 


her Carville. 


fan 


% 
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Pictured above Assistant 
Manager William Ashe, U.S. Fish Cul- 
tural Station, Natchitoches, Louisiana; 
Supervising Biologist Robert Webb, 
Southeast Region, Fish and Wild- 
life Service, Atlanta, Georgia; and Dr. 
Forestry, Baton Rouge. 


May 10, this top-notch trio 
checked the water and fish-life Lake 
with small fish seine, (right photo 
above) examined the contents their 
net, then announced that the fish were 
plentiful and size that can ap- 
preciated; the fishing season was de- 


clared open then 

patients were eager get started. 
The group that had gathered the 
pier observe, listen and chat with 
the fish authorities, quickly dispersed 
and soon reappeared with all sorts 
fishing paraphernalia. Many fine catches 
bluegill, redear, large-mouth bass and 
catfish were made the first day and the 
fish are still biting like mad. 

The periodic inspections the lake 
Robert Webb and William Ashe and 
their sound pond management advice 
given the hospital personnel charge 
the lake has really paid off. They are 
keenly interested our little lake and 
consider one their pet projects. 
was Dr. Robert Muncy’s first visit the 
hospital and too, was very much in- 
terested the lake. presently en- 
gaged developing new fish program 
L.S.U. 

insure better balance species, 
2000 fingerling large-mouth bass were 
deposited the lake William Ashe 
May 25. 

last, the future our lake looks 
bright. Good fishing once attracted other 
fine lakeside activities. Perhaps will 


Off Broadway Way Off! 

The Carville Hospital High School 
students, under the direction the 
English teacher, Mrs. Allison Knotts, 
staged two hilarious one-act plays 
the theater May 12. 

The entire cast portrayed their parts 
well “The Bride Wore Red Pyjamas” 
and “Yours and Mine” and kept the 
audience stitches from start finish. 

Two talented little 
7-year-old Alma Delia and Claudette, 
teen-age student, entertained between 
acts. 

Sound Music 

The University Southwestern 
Louisiana chorus and band, Lafayette, 
under the direction Willis Ducrest, 
head the music department, pre- 
sented concert the local theater 
the evening April 13. 

This much enjoyed program has been 
sponsored the Lafayette Rotary Club 
for the past fifteen years. 

group Louisiana State Uui- 
versity students from the University 
Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, pre- 
sented fine religious program the 
Union Protestant Chapel here Sun- 
day, May 


The School choral 
group, under the direction Mrs. 
Shirley Smith, gave concert the 
theater Thursday, May 18. Those 
attendance enjoyed afternoon fine 
entertainment. 


Patients Prance Patio Delightful 
DAVA Divertissement 


The “on-the-patio” season 
ered dance Friday, May The 
party, sponsored annually the Na- 
tional Disabled 
Auxiliary, featured Mickey Schittone’s 
orchestra, Baton Rouge. 


ties, and refreshments highlighted the 

Mrs. Perry Lucas, Capitol City Unit 
No. D.A.V.A., Baton Rouge, was 
chairman arrangements, and did her 
usual outstanding job. 


back row) Mrs. Levette Vosloh, Unit New Orleans; Mrs. Olivia Dupuys, 
Unit 27, New Orleans; Mrs. Mary Floyd, Past Dept. Commander, New Orleans; Mrs. 
Lise Surgi, Dept. Commander, New Orleans; and Perry Lucas, D.A.V. Capitol City 
Chapter Baton Rouge. front row) Mrs. Perry Lucas, Past Dept. Commander, 
Baton Rouge; Mrs. Margaret D’Angelo, Past Dept. Commander, New Orleans; Mrs. 
Irma Griffatta, Unit 10, New Orleans, and Mrs. Thursa Goodrich, Unit Baton Rouge. 


(Right photo Mrs. Surgi, Mrs. Dupuys, Mrs. Goodrich and Lucas dis- 
tribute prizes the party. 
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Let’s Fishing Lake 
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Russ Gaudin, Jr., second from left, and Lou Pellerin, second from right, finished first 
and second respectively the 19th Semi-annual Carville Invitational Golf Tournament. 


Shown with the golfers are tournament officials Bob Michael 


Supervisor; 


Russ Gaudin, Jr., Baton Rouge, de- 
feated Lou Pellerin, Baton Rouge, 
the final 18-hole medal play Sunday, 
May 21, win the 19th Semi-Annual 
Carville Golf Tournament. The champ 
carded three under par 65, Pellerin 
67. 

Medalist Hernandez, pa- 
tient was eliminated the first-round 
match play division the meet, losing 
Archie Bourg, Baton Rouge, 

Gaudin defeated Duke Hartsfield, 
Baton Rouge, ond his opening 

The young champion’s father, Russ 
Gaudin, Sr., Baton Rouge, made 
son-father twist combination winning 
the meet’s first flight title. 

The senior Gaudin defeated Charles 
Mittendorf, Baton Rouge, the final 
9-hole medal play one stroke, with 
one under par 33. 

These Patient Federation-sponsored 
tournaments attract select group 
golfers from Baton Rouge and the sur- 
rounding areas who for array 
merchandise prizes presented flight 
winners, runners-up and medalist. 
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Marion Scobell, retired City Park golf professional, 
Thomas Rickman, Jr., Carville’s Chief Special Services. 


Carville’s Recreational 
Baton Rouge, and 


Ninety-six golfers, including patients 
and members the hospital staff, made 
flights this year’s meet. Many 
golfers were accompanied their wives 
sweethearts. 


The inviting shade the huge live 
oaks near the starting tee, the lawn 
chairs picnic boxes 
southern fried chicken and the courteous 
and efficient manner which the tour- 
nament conducted are just some the 
reasons why the visitors are always 
anxious return, 


Jolly Social Club Fair 


The annual Jolly Social Club Benefit Fair, 
managed each year the Point Clair Lions 
Club, was held Sunday, April 30. The 
ballroom the Recreation Building re- 
sembled Las Vegas Casino. -There was 
bingo, wheel-of-chance, linchi- 
linchi (Chinese game) and raffles. bar was 
out the question, but there was soft 
drink concession. 

All the choice prizes that were given 
away the fair were donated local and 
outside friends, organizations and merchants. 
There were some cash contri- 
butions too, but the various games chance 
accounted for most the proceeds. The 
Lions turned over the entire fair proceeds, 
$656.64, the Jolly Social Club, 
organization made indigent blind and 
handicapped patients. 
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Clinic 


The Baton Rouge Umpires Associ- 
ation gave interesting and inform- 
ative clinic umpiring 
softball the local ball diamond 
May The rules the game were 
illustrated and interpreted. 

Former L.S.U. football 
star, Gene “Red” Knight, Baton Rouge, 
(Pictured the center group with 
left arm extended) Umpire-in-chief for 
Louisiana softball umpires, directed the 
clinic. was assisted another umpire 
the association, Clive “Moose” 
Bridges, Baton Rouge. 


Season Opens 


Carville’s Medical Officer-in-Charge, 
Dr. Edgar Johnwick, pictured above 
tossing the first ball open the 
River League softball season here. 

The opener was against First Method- 
ist Church, Baton Rouge, and our Indi- 
ans won 8-0 behind the fine pitching 
Hunkin, who allowed but two hits and 
struck out Hunkin appears the 
picture with Dr. Johnwick. 

The patients again have real 
hustling ball club. They won out 
pre-season exhibition games 
surely strong contender for the 
River League title this year. 

Other teams the league are: 
Brown’s Electric, Istrouma Methodist 
Church, Lamar Advertising, Crawford 
Homes, Baton Rouge Misfits, Knights 
Columbus No. 3331 and ‘Lutheran 
Church, all Baton Rouge. 


Father and Honors Carville Golf Tourne 
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Introducing New Catholic 
Chaplain 


Father Senan Kelly 


The new resident Catholic Chaplain 
here Irish Paddy’s pig, having 
been born near where the River 
Shannon flows, Feakle, near Killaloe, 
County Clare, on, course, the 

Father Senan Kelly, O.F.M., 
who replaces Father Alcuin Kammer. 

The new chaplain, who arrived here 
April 14, Franciscan Father, 
member the Order Friars Minor, 
which has its headquarters 
Cincinnati, Ohio. warm and friendly 
man, Father Senan has already made 
place for himself here. says 
amazed the hospital which has far 
better and more extensive facilities than 
anticipated. had read about Car- 
ville before coming here. says 
His own facilities, the chapel and his 
living quarters, says, are dream, and 
leave nothing desired. 

Father Senan has been this country 
since 1916, coming over during World 
War and 1919 was ordained 
priest. Since then has served 
Sacred Heart Church, Calumet, Mich., 
the 114th General Hospital 
England during World War and 
the Los Alamos Atomic Bomb project 
New Mexico. 

Father Senan likes play golf, 
game almost popular Carville 
breathing. The genial priest says likes 
walk and golf offers opportunity 
just that. his faint Irish brogue, 
Father Senan says many people feel that 
person with grey hair should retire. 
has grey hair and doesn’t agree. 
Top the mornin’ you, Father 
Senan, and may your stay Carville 
happy the lilt Irish laughter. 

After more than two years service, 


Father Alcuin Kammer, O.F.M., with 
deep regret, left the Carville post be- 
cause serious illness. has re- 
turned his home Cincinnati. 

Father Alcuin made place re- 
spect and affection for himself here. His 
was the kind personality that grows 
more loved with knowing. Father 
suffered from malignancy and Car- 
patients were deeply grieved 
hear his death which occurred Cin- 
cinnati, June 


Old Patients Never Die 
They Don’t Even Fade Away! 


Friends from far, near, here, 
showered congratulations upon Nick 
Salvato April 26. The occasion was 
Nick’s 86th birthday. 

That evening, friends crowded into 
Ni.k’s room for party given THE 
Editor, annual affair. Nick 
held court, while the group sang “Happy 
Birthday” with Dixieland beat, and 
enjoyed tasty refreshments. Nick 
colorful guy, worthy Damon Run- 
yon yarn. severely handicapped, 
physically, but has say die” 
spirit. 

With apple crate serving cradle 
French Market fruit and vegetable 
stand operated his parents, Nick 
was reared the heart Old New 
Orleans. “Everyone who came 
buy anything wanted see me,” says 
Nick. “They pulled the mosquito 
netting, and there was!” 

Once head waiter famed res- 
taurant New Orleans, loves re- 
minisce about the old days when was 
“palsy-walsy” with everyone who was 
anyone the Crescent City, from the 
mayor the town’s best known 
sports and pugs, and course, their 
ladies. 

The Houma, La., COURIER, April 
21, took due note Nick’s birthday 
feature story Bill Voelker. The 
story told Nick’s adoption the 4-H 
Club the St. Francis Sales Boys’ 
High School, Houma. The boys call 
him Uncle Nick and calls them “little 
brothers.” Brother Canisius, longtime 
personal friend Nick, 4-H Club 
moderator. 

86, Nick still has way with the 
ladies. has one the prettiest girls 
the hospital, real doll, reading 
him and writing his letters. After all, 
still young. patient who but 
recently arrived here 95! 


Many patients wore Poppies May 
25, the day selected for the annual 
Poppy Drive here. The contributions 
totaled $56.81. Poppy Day annual 
project Spann Unit 188, 
American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Aline 
President. The local Unit got 
big assist from Mrs. Claylia Kelley and 
Mrs. Claire Galey, Nicholson Unit 38, 
ALA, Baton Rouge. 
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Talented Young Patient 
Heard Piano Recital 


Walter Chin, (above) patient the 
Carville Hospital and artist his 
own right, played not only upon the 
strings the piano, but upon the heart- 
strings those who listened his piano 
recital our theater, Sunday evening, 
May 

Setting the mood with dignity were 
Bach’s Prelude major, Soler’s 
Sonata No. and and Mozart’s Fan- 
tasia minor, poetically expressed 
and suggestive fairly secure ar- 
peggio. 

The young artist’s sterling qualities 
increased perception and imagination, 
found full expression 
Impromptu flat major, which 
interpreted with remarkable force and 
brilliancy; the slow, tender and sweet 
movement Beethoven’s Sonata 
minor; the sensitive, melodic, flowing 
legato Chopin’s Nocturne flat 
and the delicate rubato which never 
broke the golden, dreamy, contemplative 
mood Debussy’s Claire Lune. 

Walter Chin piano and voice 
pupil Mrs. Anna Horn, the 
Music Library, Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, Baton Rouge. currently 
giving piano lessons four other 
patients here. member the 
choir the Protestant Chapel, and 
his spare time, sketches the local 
scene and paints oil 

Note 


Walter Chin, 24, has been patient 
this hospital for years. was born 
Kwangtang Province, near Canton, 
China. His ambition compose re- 
ligious and classical music. His unusual 
music talent was first discovered and 
encouraged former Carville Chap- 
lain, The Rev. Carl Elder and Mrs. 
Elder. 


Subscribers Attention 
When writing about change 
address, sending your subscription, 
kindly address your envelope to: 
THE STAR 
Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 
Carville, Louisiana 
Checks money orders for subscrip 


1961 


. 
~ 
4 
| 
ote 
4 * 
| 
| 
} 
4 


Group Gets Charter 
Fight Hansen’s Disease 


The Brothers Lazarus, Inc., 
600 Genette Bldg., Asheville, N.C., has 
received articles incorporation from 
Secretary State Thad Eure. C.W. 
Allen initial registered agent, was 
reported the Asheville, N.C., 
April 21. 

The organization has capital stock, 
and its members will determined 
the by-laws, with the provision that 
nothing value paid them. 

The purpose the organization 
increase the public’s understanding 
Hansen’s disease, its nature and treat- 
ment. will provide establishments for 
tion handicapping diseases, and de- 
vote itself promotion facilities 
general hospitals for these patients. 
will stimulate interest and secure the 
support industries, official and volun- 
tary, public, private and social agencies. 

The initial board directors and all 
incorporations are Robert Satterwhite, 
Kenneth Bradley, and Henry 
Folger Asheville, James Weatherly 
Weaverville. 

THE STAR hails the purpose the 
new organization with great interest and 
enthusiasm. the Brothers Lazarus 
carry out the purpose designated the 
charter, they would most valuable 
ally, but date, our attempts learn 
more about this group have been un- 
successful. Our letter (May 10) the 
Board Directors has not been answer- 
ed. 


Hawaii Health Department 


Find Licensed Physician 


For Kalaupapa 


Honolulu, Hawaii, May 20—The 
State Health Department 
rarily put unlicensed physician 
Molokai’s Kalaupapa Settlement because 
can’t find qualified person for the 
director’s job. 

Dr. Herman Kramer, medical di- 
rector the settlement the past three 
years, has resigned. 


The job calls for licensed physician 


with three years experience beyond in- 
ternship and, preferably, some hospital 
administrative background. 

pays $878 month with home, 
food, laundry service and car provided, 
according Dr. Ira Hirschy, Di- 
rector the Hansen’s Disease Division. 

But hard post fill, ex- 
plained, because the isolation 
“nothing going there.” 

Also, minors are allowed the 
hospital area, which rules out families. 
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Carville for the first outing the season Lake Johansen were, Mrs. 
Lillian Hansen, Baton Rouge; Fred Hansen, Chef Gare Passe Voiture 340, and 
Sam Micheal, Voiture 340; Raymond Camus, Shreveport, Grand Chef Gare the Grand 
Voiture Louisiana, and Mrs. Claylia Kelley, Nicholson Unit 38, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Baton Rouge; Frank Nesom, Baton Rouge, chairman the Carville coordi- 
nating committee the Grand Voiture Louisiana; Mrs. J.C. Galey, Nicholson Unit; 
J.C. Galey, Nicholson Post 38, Baton Rouge; and Joe Martinez, Chef Gare Carville 
Voiture 902. The outing was sponsored the and cooperation with the local Lions 


Club. 


Raymond Camus, friendly Grand 
Chef Gare the Grand Voiture 
Louisiana, 40&8, was here for the first 
outing the season Lake Johansen, 
Sunday, May 28, sponsored the 
cooperation with the Point Clair 
Lions Club, Carville. 

Cars whizzed down the road the 
lake after lunch good turnout 
patients and visitors took advantage 
the good weather and the happy pros- 
pect bingo, prizes and refreshments. 
The event financed the national 
entertainment fund the 40&8, ear- 
marked annually for Carville, through 
the Grand Voiture Louisiana. 

The visitors, however, did more than 
just visit. They helped the handicapped 
play bingo and general did usetul 
things make the day whopping suc- 
cess. 

Grand Chef Camus went lot 
the event. drove Bryan, Texas, 
for the graduation his son from Allen 
Academy, drove back his home 
Shreveport and then directly Carville. 
was tired did not show his 
behavior here, for made highly 
favorable impression the patients. 

The event marked the opening 


series outings here especially for 
handicapped patients. Others will fol- 
low during the summer sponsored 
various local organizations working with 
the Lions Club which originated the 
idea. 

was big day. for outings the 
lake for soon the 40&8 function 
ended, the Youth Fellowship Group 
the Protestant Church, all-patient 
organization, took over for picnic. 


Carville Remembers 


Memorial Day was observed here with 
ceremonies the little cemetery the 
rear the hospital grounds. The ob- 
servance was simple and dignified. Floral 
offerings here placed the graves 
veterans, members B.L. Spann Unit 
188, American Legion Auxiliary. The 
Carville Chorus under the direction 
Sister Laura Stricker, sang “My Country 
Thee” and “America the Beauti- 

Invocation was offered the Rev. 
Oscar Harris, and benediction 
Father Senan Kelly, O.F.M., Resident 
Chaplains. Joe Martinez, Commander, 
B.L. Spann Post 188, ‘was master 


ceremonies. 


Wh 
opping Success 


New Diagnostic Lab Method for and 
Found Pre-Med Student 


What may new technique for 
determining whether person has tu- 
berculosis has been developed 20- 
year-old junior, psychology major, 
the college arts and sciences Tulane 
University, New Orleans. Jay 
Seastrunk, who plans enter Tulane 
Medical School next fall. The technique 
has also been shown experiments 
effective for Hansen’s disease and 
may work for other related diseases. 

news story the New Orleans 
TIMES PICAYUNE, April 
ported that, according the university, 
the technique developed Seastrunk 
experiments was 144 288 times 
fast and percent more effi- 
cient than the conventional method. 
has achieved experimental test results 
minutes which traditionally have 

Essentially, the conventional patho- 
logical test for and works this 
way: 

The tissue sample examined 
stained with chemical. Then de- 
stained. The bacteria retain the stain, 
making them quickly visible under the 
microscope. 

This procedure, Seastrunk says, takes 
hours, depending the meth- 
ods the particular laboratory. takes 
this long chiefly because the bacteria 
are encased capsule-like sheath 
fat. The stain used the conventional 
test cannot quickly penetrate this fat 
get inside color the bacteria. 

Seastrunk, conducting experiments 
under the supervision Dr. Stin- 
son, head the pathology department 
clinic Temple, Texas, theo- 
rized that immersing the sample so- 
dium hydroxide would dissolve the fatty 
sheath the bacteria, permitting the 
stain reach more quickly. 

And, the student tells it: “The so- 
dium hydroxide didn’t dissolve the fatty 
outer layer thought would, but 
did get the stain through fast. 
don’t know quite how.” 

the new test the tissue sample 
frozen. then stained with sub- 
stance called methylene blue, placed 
the sodium hydroxide, and rinsed 
alcohol. 

Under microscopic examination, the 
sample pale blue. The bacteria, 
present are dark blue and quickly spot- 
ted. The whole process takes about 
minutes. However, Seastrunk added, the 
new test appears not only faster but 
better, experimentally showing 


more bacteria than the con- 


ventional 
For the past three summers, Seastrunk 


has worked laboratory assistant 
clinic his home town, Temple, 
where was called upon 
make many tests, among other du- 
ties. has the rare student distinction 
being the senior author paper 
about his new test prepared for 
fessional scientific journal 
authored Dr. Stinson. 

Seastrunk told THE STAR that his 
paper describing the method for stain- 
ing tissue has been submitted 
the A.M.A. Archives Pathology tor 
publication. added that, “This 
method has been verified the 
ing hospitals Temple, 
and White Memorial, Santa Fe, 
Daughters, and McCloskey Center. 
has also been verified the Station 
Hospital Fort Hood, Texas, and 
Dr. Dunlap, head Pathology, Tulane 
Medical School.” 

spokesman for the Carville labora- 
tory, was not impressed the “gentle 
newspaper presentation work in- 
complete form.” The new method, 
reported, did not suggest 
revolutionary,” the Carville scientist. 
are told that the Kolle and Wasser- 
man’s Handbuch years ago listed some 
900 references the subject the tinc- 
torial properties mycobacteria, and 
today’s list would 2,000. 

THE STAR got touch with 
number leading scientists this 
country and abroad, all experienced 
researchers, ask their opinion Sea- 
strunk’s “new method.” man, the 
scientists, expected, found diffi- 
cult make any appraisal Seastrunk’s 
work the basis newspaper reports. 
However, such well-known scientists 
this field Dr. John Hanks, Baltimore; 


Dr. Robert Cochrane, London; Dr. 
Eleanor Alexander Jackson, New York; 
Dr. Horace Giffen, Omaha, Nebr., 
and Dr. Chapman Binford, Washing- 
ton, expressed some interesting ideas 
concerning this type research, and 
shall carry their comments our next 
issue. 

None thought the new laboratory test 
would any great use. One des- 
method was She did 
first back 1931. But again, man, 
all the scientists commended Sea- 
strunk and thought deserved en- 
couragement. 

Dr. Binford described the TIMES 
PICAYUNE story “as example 
young man’s interest research prior 
beginning medical school.” think 
splendid example, and con- 
gratulate Mr. Seastrunk his initiative. 


Important Research Conference In Argentina 
Set for June 14-16 


All the methods relating experi- 
ments the disease will given at- 
tention the “First InterAmerican 
Conference Experimental 
take place Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
June under the auspices the 
Ministry Health and Social Service 
that country. 

Dr. Armando Zavala Saenz the presi- 
dent the Executive Commitiee the 
Conference and Dr. Meny Bergel secre- 
tary the Committee. 

According the announcement, the 
“best-known men the leprosy field 
America have been invited.” 

Drs. Azulay and Hadler Brazil; 
Dr. Bojalil Mexico; Dr. Imaeda 
Venezuela, and Drs. Bergel and Olmos 
Castro Argentina will among the 
speakers. 


from pg. 


causative agent “mycobacterium biblio- 
sis” and thus accommodate both interest- 
professions. can’t take credit for 
this suggestion. came from former 
Carville patient, Mrs. Gertrude Horn- 
bostel, Long Island, New York, with 
tongue cheek, course, but 
doesn’t usually hold her tongue. 

mentioning Bishop Sheen know 
are opening ourselves for criticism. 
this year when STAR Staffer 
Louis Boudreaux wrote the Catholic 
Mission Board objecting the horror 
often used the board’s advertisements 
appealing for money, the Rev. Anthony 
Mission Board President, re- 
plied that such appeals are necessary 
tor “pull and impact.” 

Rev. LaBau commended Louis for 
the “dignified tone” his letter and 
noted that such not always 
found THE references 
Bishop Sheen. The reason our “tone” 
toward Bishop Sheen less than kindly 
the plain that exploits horror 
the words “leper” and “leprosy” 
raise money. would idle here 
list examples for almost every envelope 
from our press clipping service contains 
triplicates writings Bishop Sheen 
which does just that, “his 
legs were eaten off the disease.” 

most extreme example, however, 
was the March-April 1961 issue 
MISSION, magazine edited Bishop 
not what was described Graham 
Greene’s novel Burnt-Out Case 
denoting abnormal in- 
terest people with so-called leprosy. 

not deny that Bishop Sheen 
does great deal good his work, 
but are certain that could 
accomplish just much, just quickly, 
himself would take more “digni- 
fied tone.” 
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University Nebraska Pathologist Pleads for 
Better Understanding Hansen’s Disease 


Probably disease which affects man 
has greater power create panic and 
fear than leprosy. This has been true 
from Old Testament times the pre- 
sent. But the term “Leprosy” the Bible 
apparently included many diseases and 
not what now know leprosy al- 
though may have included some cases. 
Some descriptions the Old Testament 
seem conditions which know 
now are not even contagious. was not 
until the 1880’s when the bacteria the 
disease were discovered that this disease 
could separated from many other 
conditions affecting the skin. Now 
know that Hansen’s disease so-called 
leprosy very mildly contagious, mostly 
children repeated contacts with 
infectious cases. hands are intact 
with normal sensations, yet these bare 
hands have handled literally hundreds 
leprosy lesions, without gloves and 
without fear and with only the same 
care with any other infectious dis- 
ease. But how hard break 
down human prejudices 
even among doctors who should know 
better today. The patients want 
abandon even the term “leprosy” due 
its old connotations and call the 
disease Hansen’s disease HD. That 
might help some but some are 
knowledge the disease and work 
for the day when longer affects 
human beings all. THAT DAY CAN 
NOW COME with God’s teamwork! 

cannot close without plea! Leprosy 
medical disease with bad enough 
physical incapacities but the cruelest 
cross patients often bear called 
“LEPERS.” That term horrible, un- 
justified, mean word—loaded with stig- 
ma, fear and even hate! Children relate 
the word leopards and they expect 
the patients spotted like leopards. 
They are not! And they are not animals. 
They are sensitive FOLKS! 

Let abandon the use the term 
term the English language. these 
days new translations, trust that both 


the Old and New Testaments will drop 


the term. could were ten 
men with Hansen’s disease” but never 
again call these sick folks “lepers” 
That really 
Giffen, M.D., Omaha, Nebraska—from 
address Dr. Giffen, the United 
Church Women Lincoln, Nebr., 
January, 1961. 


About Dr. Giffen 


Dr. Giffen assistant professor 
pathology the University Nebraska 
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College Medicine and pathologist 
the Omaha Immanuel Hospital. 
former medical missionary, Dr. Giffen 
has had long-time genuine interest 
Hansen’s disease. was consultant 
pathology the Leonard Wood Me- 
morial 
dation). was Carville March 
attend the Second Conference 
Progress and Potentials Leprosy In- 
vestigations. 


Note 


are grateful Dr. Giffen for his 
valuable comments, but there one 
point which would like set the 
record straight once and for all. THE 
STAR does not now and has never ad- 
vocated changing the Bible Dr. Giffen 
suggests. 


All that have asked this regard 
that footnote included Bibli- 
cal references “leprosy” stating that 
the disease so-called the Bible not 
the disease called that name today. 
(The new Catholic Bible, published 
the St. Anthony Guild Press, Patterson, 
has led the way this respect. The 
Bible, translated American Catholic 
scholars from the original languages 
with critical use all the ancient 
sources, contains footnote which 
states that “the Hebrew term used does 
not refer Hansen’s disease currently 
called 


Precisely what seek this: have 
placed into use medical name for the 
disease today, name that would dis- 
associate today’s disease erroneously 
called leprosy from the disease the 
same name the Bible. The point was 
put clearly Dr. John Hanks, 
Leonard Wood Memorial 
gist, veteran worker this field who 
insert new names all existing editions 
the Bible itself, these patients will 
still find themselves the victims 
disease described horrible.” 


Let crystal clear that are not 
taking Dr. Giffen task all. Rather, 
simply feel that, acting all good 
faith, has made that 
has been made many times before. 
want, not associate today’s disease 
called leprosy with the Bible, but rath- 
put end this mistaken and 
most grievous association. 
Giffen’s letter Mailbag. excel- 
lent.—Ed. 


Doctor From Hawaii Blasts 
Misconceptions About So-Called 
Leprosy 


“You have about much chance 
becoming president the United States 
and Russia the same time you have 

These are the words man who 
should know; Dr. Herman 
medical superintendent Kalaupapa 
Settlement Hawaii. Dr. Kramer 
made this comment during inter- 
view published the Bakersfield 
FORNIAN April 28. touring 
the United States gathering support for 
erasure the words and 

addition pooh-poohing the ex- 
aggerated concept the contagiousness 
so-called leprosy, Dr. Kramer took 
poke the stigma which the word un- 
justly attached the disease. Said: the 
interview published the 
newspaper; “He blames the 
pastors and historians for the fear ard: 
abhorrence the words arouse. Dr. Kramer 
said, ‘You remember from your Sunday 
School lessons what the disease used 
like. You also remember how suffer: 
ers were treated their 
humans.’ 

“Leprosy,” Dr. Kramer said, 
correct description the disease 
that name today. And, points out, 
Hawaii has law forbidding use the 

“The doctor said United Nations 
World Health Organization withholds 
funds from countries which quaran- 
tine Hansen’s disease and few 
still do.” Dr. Kramer said. 

Dr. Kramer Dutch citizen who has 
spent years his life working 
Hansen’s disease Indonesia, Siam and_ 
Hawaii. 

THE STAR had hoped that 
Kramer’s tour would bring him 
ville, but the word from the 
Officer Charge here that stich 
visit scheduled. 
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100 Discharged 
From Hansen Home 
Jamaica Years 


Recurrence Date 


During the summer 1960 was 
privilege return once again 
Jamaica. 

The Hansen Home Spanish 
model for the world. tar cry 
from the leprosarium that visited 
1941. The patient load has been cut 
half 100 patients. There are new 
buildings and modern equipment. And 
most noticeable all the new spirit 
that prevails. There sense hope 
the hearts the patients where be- 
fore there was nothing but hopeless 
ness. Mary James, the Superior 
and one the original group Mar- 
ist Missionary Sisters who took over 
the Leprosarium 1940, and Sister 
Mary Magdalen, the doctor charge, 
together with the devoted staff Nuns 
from America, have done marvels. 
the past five years they have discharged 
almost 100 patients cured. and 
more amazing the fact that date 
not one has returned with recurrence 
the disease. Sister tells that dis- 
charged patients send other victims 
the Hansen Home get treatment. 
the old days they hid any member 
their family friend from the eyes 
the authorities that they would not 
taken the leprosarium. When 
questioned Sister Magdalen why 
they have had such success, when other 
leprosaria report much failure, she 
stated simply one word—discipline. 
The patients have set routine rest, 
recreation and medicine and they are 
not permitted deviate from the rou- 
tine. first they rebel, but when they 
see the results they soon conform. 
takes about five years effect cure 
and that long time confined 
institution but they patiently carry 
out this routine that they can re- 
turned their homes 


Government Aids Discharged Patients 


Sister Mary James has also been in- 
strumental obtaining stipend from 
the Government for discharged patients 
until they can obtain employment. This 
has resulted the discharged patient 
having some means livelihood that 
does not return the unsanitary 
conditions and the extreme poverty 
which results weakened physical 
condition and gives the leprosy bacillus 
opportunity ravage the body again. 
Howard Crouch, Founder and Director, 
Damien Dutton Society, New Brunswick, 
From Mr. Crouch’s Annual Re- 
port, (1960). 


Statistical Comparison 


The excellent record discharge with 


recurrence the disease prompted 
query Dr. John Trautman, 
Chief the Clinical Branch this hos- 
pital, for statistical comparison, and 
also asked Dr. Ira Di- 
rector, Division Hansen’s Disease, 
Hawaii State Dept. Health, Honolulu, 
for statistics. 

One hundred thirty-four patients 
were discharged from Carville the 
past five years (1956-1960 inclusive) 
“bacteriologically negative,” and this 
number, seven have been readmitted 
“active” cases. The breakdown 
follows: 

1956 discharges, readmitted; 
1957 discharges, readmitted; 
1958 discharges, readmitted; 
1959 discharges, readmitted; 
1960 discharges, readmitted. 

the past five years the patient load 
Carville has been cut about one- 
fourth. pertinent note that 
the Thirties, Forties and until the mid- 
Fifties, the patient enrollment Car- 
ville was approximately 400. Once did 
over about 430 when group 
patients from the Virgin Islands the 
U.S.A. were admitted here. Since the 
mid-Fifties, the patient enrollment stays 
approximately 300. (Enrollment 
May 12, 1961 289.) 

Whether design accident, 
not know, but for the past 
years, this hospital seems follow- 
ing policy containment. Say, three 
patients leave the hospital one route 
the other, three more are sure re- 
place them, time all. 

Hawaii has two institutions for 
Hansen’s disease. The Hale Mohalu 
Hospital, near Honolulu, and the Ka- 
laupapa Settlement Molokai. Ac- 
cording Dr. Hirschy, “The figures 
regarding released and ‘reactivated’ pa- 
tients during the past five years (1956 
1960 inclusive) for Hawaii are 
follows. 

“Hale Mohalu Hospital released 
whom have been readmitted due 
recurrence the disease. 

(of this number only patients offi- 
cially left the settlement re-enter the 
community, died, one transferred 
Hale Mohalu, and were absent 
trial leave for varying lengths time) 
the released patients, had 
recurrence the disease. Nine those 
whom the disease recurred were still 
residing the settlement; five were ab- 
sent trial leave the time re- 
currence and were readmitted for further 
hospital isolation.” 


Move Close 
Dead Issue 


The controversial proposal close 
Kalaupapa Disease Settlement 
the Island Molokai apparently 
now dead issue, with both the Hawaii 
State Board Health and the Governor 
having gone record against it. 

The issue was raised report 
Booze, Allen and Hamilton, manage- 
ment consultant firm which studied 
the organizational structure the 
State Hawaii. The report 
sented Gov. William Quinn and 
the State Legislature Feb. 15, 1961 
and immediately kicked 
versy. 

Kalaupapa’s two political clubs, the 
Kalaupapa patient organizations, Re- 
publican Precinct Club and the Kalau- 
papa Democratic Precinct Club both 
patient organizations, went 
opposition the proposal which 
would close Kalaupapa and shift the 
patients there Hale Mohalu 
Hospital Pearl City near Honolulu. 
Kalaupapa serves the function 
settlement community for pa- 
tients while Hale Mohalu concentrates 
treatment and rehabilitation. 

letter dated Feb. and dis- 
tributed both patients and staff 
both Kalaupapa and Hale Mohalu, Dr. 
Ira Hirschy, director the Division 
Hansen’s Disease, reaffirmed the Board 
Health’s previously announced policy 
which states that Kalaupapa needed 
care for patients for whom efforts 
rehabilitation have been unsuccessful 
and who would find too difficult 
fit themselves into the normal com- 
munity.” Continued operation 
Kalaupapa, said, necessary carry 
out established policies “providing 
homes for patients who have recovered 
from Hansen’s Disease.” 

equally firm letter the 
Kalaupapa Association, 
Governor Quinn said, “It has always 
been strong conviction, and have 
stated often, that the present program 
Kalaupapa shall continued for 
those who wish remain there.” 
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may sound strange, but reporter 
for the Mobile, PRESS REGIS- 
TER has scooped our own baili- 
wick and are pleased that happen- 
ed. 

the Sunday, May 14, issue the 
PRESS REGISTER story written 
Roger Hammer, alert and forth- 
right reporter who visited Carville May 
his story said his visit was 
prompted but this 
true learns quickly, for after leav- 
ing Carville wrote story which 
real contribution The STAR’s edu- 
cational campaign and one which 
captures the essence Carville, 
subject. 

was ably escorted about the hos- 
pital Thomas Rickman Jr., chief 
special services. Rickman told Ham- 
mer the story the “bottle garden” 
here, story which The STAR hasn’t 
yet told its readers. The story this: 

For many years the patients here 
could not get soft drinks without pay- 
ing premium price because the bot- 
tles were not returnable. The distribu- 
tors were afraid people would not buy 
their drink for fear getting bottle 
which had once been used Carville. 
related Hammer, one distributor 
took rejected bottles which had in- 
tended throw away and filled them 
and sent them Carville with the 
understanding that they would not 
reused. The patients took these used 
bottles and stuck them inverted into the 
ground form star. This, they felt 
reminder the stigma wrongly 
attached their disease. 

Some years ago soft drink bottlers 
reversed their no-return bottle policy, 
practice which has continued since 
then and with harmful effects 
their business. But this relenting the 
part the soft drink bottlers came 
about through the efforts The 
friends the American Legion 
and its auxiliary, notably Mr. and Mrs. 
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L.L. McCormick Destrehan, Louisi- 
ana. 

Hammer suggested his story that 
possibly the name The STAR 
outgrowth the “bottle garden” but 
this not exactly the beam. The 
STAR got its name from the editor’s 
boyhood association with the Boerne, 
Texas, STAR which haunted writing 
articles and getting the way when 
should have been helping his father 
the drug store. 

Another good story told Hammer 
Rickman concerns New York dress 
manufacturer who sent large number 
party dresses Carville given 
the patients. was sent back 
photograph four attractive young 


-women modeling the dresses. The donor 


responded the photograph with 
rather bitter query about why the 
dresses hadn’t been given patients. 
was quickly informed that the mod- 
els were patients. 

conversation with Dr. Byron 
Olson, Chief the Epidemiology 
Branch, Hammer picked another 
scoop the form this pronounce- 
ment from Dr. Olson: 

“When medicine came out the 
dark ages and into its renaissance, lep- 
rosy came out vast morass 
ignorance into its own. now just 
another disease. has separated itself 
from the general leprosy category 


Bible which included all other skin 


This the first time have heard 
Dr. Olson express himself. 

Another scoop story 
the fact that the hospital mailed 1959 
more than 40,000 diasone tablets 
sulfone drug) local health units 
physicians for patients with HD. 

The six-column head Hammer’s 
story pretty well sums the temper 
the story: “Patients Not Lepers 
Leprosarium.” Roger Hammer did 
good job. 
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Hollywood Movie Promises 
New Frontier Por 


The word from Liam O’Brien, 
Hollywood screen writer, that Co- 
lumbia Pictures’ production, “The Devil 
Four will say everything 
asked giving correct presentation 
today’s so-called leprdsy, which means 
that, last, Hollywood giving 
even break. The picture, long time 
the making, was shot location the 
island Maui Hawaii. 

Relying what Mr. O’Brien told 
his letter May 16, 1961, THE 
STAR again proposes that Columbia 
premier the movie right here Car- 
ville, subject, course, PHS approval 
which think our public relations- 
minded MOC, Dr. Edgar Johnwick 
will endorse. There doubt that 
having the stars the picture—Spencer 
Tracy and Frank Sinatra—here would 
wonders for Carville, and our edu- 
cational program, but the same time 
there doubt either that Carville 
could lot get the picture off 
big start. People from New Orleans 
and Baton Rouge would flock here and 
the picture would get million dollars 
worth publicity. 

the outset, THE STAR (Jan.- Feb. 
1960) took premature poke the 
movie basing our largely upon 
our reaction the book Max Catto. 
Mr. O’Brien quickly informed THE 
STAR that everything possible would 
done the picture give accu- 
rate and honest appraisal so-called 
leprosy. This was back the fall 
1960, and his latest letter, Mr. O’Brien 
said, happy know that, 
opinion, all like Hollywood 
say the leprosy vs. Hansen’s disease 
controversy has been said, both said and 
dramatized effectively with the aid 
Messrs. Spencer Tracy and Frank Sinatra 
and others. Audiences should come away 
with the feeling that Hansen’s disease 
long last one the least communi- 
cable all communicable diseases.” 

All our dealings with Mr. O’Brien 
indicate that responsible writer 
and unusually understanding person, 
and the basis his assurances, 
heartily recommend the picture. The re- 
lease date has not yet been announced, 
but Mr. O’Brien says will probably 
released the late summer fall. 

And, again, would strongly urge 
that whoever does the thinking Co- 
lumbia Pictures give some long, long 
thought having the picture premi- 
ered right here Carville. 


“Bottle Garden” created patients Carville 
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APPRECIATION 


wish convey you and the mem- 
bers THE STAR staff deep personal 
gratitude and appreciation the March- 
April issue THE STAR, which commemo- 
rates vividly and effectively the years 
service the Daughters Charity the 
institution, 

looked over the pictures what was 
and what is, many, many happy memories 
were aroused. They were really happy days 
for all us—doctors, Sisters and patients. 
But, oh! the matter transferring the 
Institution from State Federal control 
came up—it was discussed least two full 
years before took place—how our hopes 
were raised and our vision broadened. 
Thanks God both were justified and 
fulfilled. 

Writing close the anniversary 
Sister Martha’s death that was May 1935, 
naturally moved recall her out- 
standing, loving service the patients. 

Asking remembered all the 
patients. 


Sister Catherine 
Seminary 
Normandy. 


Sister Catherine Sullivan, Visitatrix 
the Daughters Charity, St. Vincent 
Paul, Western Province, was duty 
Carville for years, both under state and 
federal regimes. Sister Martha Lawler was 
Carville’s first Chief Nurse after Uncle Sam 
took over.—Ed. 


Volume 20, No. the best edition 
some time from kiver kiver, love and 
listening ears come sounds ap- 
plause and expressions pleasure for 
wonderful publication, The Star! 

The story Carville, the glory the 
Sisters Charity St. Vincent Paul 
Carville, the wonder Sister Catherine 
Sullivan, and all the betweens. Taglines 
enliven the publication. 


Mrs. V.I. “Mom” Miller 
Shreveport, Louisiana 


Mom Miller, well-known many STAR 
readers, firm believer our educational 
program and through the years, she has 
the STAR” Shreveporters. This 
year, date, she has obtained STAR 
subscriptions—Ed. 


The March-April issue STAR 
reminds the indebtedness that ours 
for the many fine things you continue do. 

Sister Catherine’s report and the accompa- 
nying pictures the magnificent work done 
for sixty-five years the Sisters Charity 
St. Vincent Paul was inspiring. 

deeply appreciative the fine 
account you gave the ALM-PHS Seminar. 
These annual visits Carville are rich ex- 
periences indeed. The initiative taken 
Staff and patients alike making the Semi- 
nars worthwhile, cannot too warmly 
acknowledged 


Oliver Hasselblad, M.D., Pres. 
American Leprosy Missions. Inc. 
New York, N.Y. 


REPRINTS WIDELY CIRCULATED 


response your announcement the 
March-April issue regarding the proceedings 
“Carville Leprosy, Nov. 
7-10, 1960” asking you send 
copy the reprint the full four days 
the Conference. will turn send 
daughter, Anita Vissia, R.N.M. Nigeria 
patients. 


Mrs. Vissia 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


received quite number requests 
for reprints the proceedings the Car- 
ville Conference. They are still available. 
—Ed. 


YOU CAN HELP 


have physician-friend who presently 
East Africa working with patients with 
Hansen’s Disease. has written for 
assistance obtaining paraffin bath unit, 
states that has great need for such 
unit. has recently initiated program 
reconstructive hand surgery, and 
this regard that his greatest needs are for 
this form treatment. 

did considerable writing various 
companies and was able get high 
per cent discount new unit. How- 
ever, his budget will not allow for this, even 
with the discount. then instructed 
attempt locate used model which 
might lower price. have done this, 
although manufacturers and suppliers 
not recommend this, will not able 
get service the unit once has left 
this country. 

have since located used unit for the 
price $150.00. further attempt 
assist with matters the budget, con- 
tacted several local groups and organ- 
izations. However, find all these are 
quite busy with their own fund-raising 
interests for their own projects. 

should like know you might know 
group organization who might 
willing and interested assisting this de- 
voted person his work, through as- 
sisting his efforts obtaining paraffin 
bath? The physician has not asked as- 
sistance. Rather, have felt possibility 
encouragement for him. And so. these 
efforts are not made the direction 
suggestion from him. Rather, cannot help 
but feel this country has such great wealth, 
someone might interested such cause. 
Iam hoping you might assist locating 
such person organization. 


John Allis 
2081 Marann Dr. N.E. 
Atlanta Ga. 


Mr. Allis physical therapist, formerly 
duty the Carville hospital. The request 
behalf his physician-friend worth- 
while. endorse it.—Ed. 


DOCTOR ON-THE-BALL 


appreciated the reprints (distributed 
THE STAR). Some them are well written 
and particularly impressed that 
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Rev. Elder (“A New Understanding Lep- 
rosy”) who was your chaplain down there 
for some years. has expressed very well 
the present concept the disease see 
it. also impressed the article headed 
“On the Leprosy the Bible” Dr. Tas. 
thoroughly agree that the term leprosy 
misunderstood and more and more feel that 
the time may indeed have come when some 
term like will help bringing back 
facts concerning the problem. the 
fear among doctors and medical students 
contacts with such diseases this 
notion mainly due inadequate knowledge 
give out correct knowledge the condition 
all doctors and medical students. The same 
kind fear common among patients with 
malignant diseases. Large segments our 
population including large numbers doctors 
have inadequate experience with inade- 
quate knowledge leprosy well other 
conditions. Many our medical students 
never see case leprosy this part the 
country and all that they know about 
what some one has told them and very often 
the teachers have had little knowledge 
experience which base judgement. 

and more and more medical folks are be- 
coming acquainted with the current inform- 
ation the disease. There are, however, 
still many outstanding questions and have 
frequently referred leprosy enigmatic 
from medical standpoint. should 
challenge and think requires the 
cooperation and understanding in- 
cluding yourself, help gradually break 
down old ideas and bring knowledge where 
ignorance has been widespread. 


Horace Giffen, M.D. 
Immanuel Hospital 
Clinico-Pathology Laboratory 
Omaha, Nebraska 


TWINKLE, TWINKLE LITTLE STAR 


surely enjoy reading THE STAR 
and not want without it. You are 
doing mighty good job spreading the 
truth about Hansen’s disease. let several 
others read our copy the STAR and they 
have remarked about its splendid quality. 


Donald Grubb, M.D. 
Alexandria, La. 


happy say that have just com- 
pleted reading one the most beautiful 
and inspiring stories Carville.” 

myself, hospital employee, recept- 
ionist only X-Ray, but was impressed 
with the book and the process 
reading “Who Walk Alone.” 

I'm afraid only topic conversation 
late, has been your problem and 
amazed the reaction receive from all 


the people speak think have 
learned great deal, and can honestly say 
that longer fear your illness once 
would have. 

When finished reading THE STAR, 
shall put the waiting room X-Ray 
and let one and all our patients read 
your wonderful paper. 

Mrs. Therese Pinto 
Hartford Conn. 

Just thought you would like know 
people who haven’t seen one but the rest 
have put our Dentist’s waiting room 
and some the hospital waiting rooms. 
Even carried one our Beauty Shop. 

Mrs. J.S. Shoemaker 
Alto, Texas 


your next visit New Orleans 
MARY JANE’S 
the Vieux Carre 
400 Dauphine St. 
Happy songs convivial atmosphere 
The nite spot with the piano bar 


Meet the Hostess with the Mostest 
Free Parking for Patrons 
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INDIA 


hand copy THE STAR less 
enlightened people promptly that when 
wish comment don’t have the copy 
hand for reference. 

However issue The STAR you 
have interview with doctor from 
India who remarks the effect that there 
less fear the disease here than the 
States. think correct. 

had real whing ding celebration 
Vellore. Sixtieth anniversary the Hos- 
pital and fiftieth the School Nursing. 
plot ground recently acquired for ex- 
pansion next the hospital con- 
verted into the “Jubilee Grounds” with ex- 
hibits such Government Departments 
Highways, Public Works, Post and Tele- 
graphs etc. and number private firms 
and course very attractive exhibits 
the various Departments the Hospital. 

The President the Republic unveiled 
the corner stone the building for the 
School Nursing and the American Am- 
bassador did the same for new quarters for 
men internees. also had the Governor 
and Chief Minister Madras State and 
other 

The Jubilee took the character 
county fair and every body had wonderful 
time. 

The Leprosy Rehabilitation Center had 
attractive exhibit attended patients who 
have been helped. Among other things there 
was booth where people could have their 
names stamped their fountain pens. The 
folks crowded around get their fountain 
pens marked and didn’t seem bother 
anybody that the man doing the work had 
obviously had leprosy one time an- 
other. 

misunderstand the “we”. not 
connected with Vellore but have watched 
the the place since first 
visited 1937 and have served the 
Council for some years. 

have also watched Karigiri develop 
from bare rocky hillside into sizeable 
Research Centre its own right. 

Rev. Robert Oberly 
Riverdale 

Rajamundry 

East Godaveri District 
India 


KOREA 


The Korean church now under way 
translation the Bible into mod- 
ern Korean, task sorely needed. The first 
book, the Gospel According Mathew, has 


just come out and find that the more 


term for leprosy, “mun-dungi” 
(as opposed “na-pyeung”) being used 
this first trial edition. anxious 
persuade the translating committee use 
the term “na-pyeung” which infers that 
leprosy just another type disease 
yet translate the Greek Korean 
keeping with the more accurate rendition 
which has been referred group skin 
such authorities R.G. Coch- 
rane and others. 

being motive, asking you 
send capy “Leprosy and the Bible” 
which has been carried the STAR 
the translation committee: Rich- 
mond Kenyon, Pook Ahyun Dong, Aus- 
tralian Presbyterian Mission, Seoul, Korea. 

Dr. Stanley Topple 
Wilson Leprosarium 
Soonchun, Chulla Namdo, 
Korea 
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THE STAR complied with Dr. Topple’s 
request and hope succeeds per- 
suading the translation committee make 
the change suggests. —Ed. 


SINGAPORE 


had been posted this hospital since 
August 1960 charge all Hansen’s cases. 
have seen and read with interest your 
magazine THE STAR. this institution 
not your mailing list would grate- 
ful you would send all future public- 
ations. Attached herewith subscription 
for two 

would further grateful you could 
send copies articles, leaflets, brochures, 
etc., produced the United States Public 
Health Service, special articles the 
back numbers THE STAR which would 
useful for use educating public 
Opinion Hansen’s disease. 

delighted know your 16mm 
color-sound documentary films “The Man- 
agement Leprosy Patient” and “Recog- 
nition Leprosy” which believe was the 
first 

are desirous purchasing copy 
each the above films, could you kind- 
let know the costs. 

Dr. Oorjitham 
Medical Superintendent 
Trafalgar Home, Singapore 


THE STAR and the hospital’s Health 
Education Department were happy com- 
ply with Oorjitham’s requests.—Ed. 


RYUKYU ISLANDS 


THE STAR doing tremendous work 
influencing people common sense 
attitude towards disease. When 
you point out Catholic publications that use 
very poor choice words, often drop 
them note too, and urge them heed the 
request avoid causing unnecessary sorrow 
patients, and perpetuating the false ideas 
about this illness. God give you zeal con- 
tinue this work charity and justice. 

Father Martin 
Catholic Church, Box 
Miyako Island, Ryukyu Islands 


AFRICA 

The article rather the copy the 
English translation, Dr. K.P.C.A. Gram- 
berg’s (Holland) article, has been received 
and thoroughly studied. was momentarily 
staggered the suggestion him the 
opening sentence that was “obsessed 
the thought that the Bible largely re- 


sponsible for the sad fate leprotics 
large parts the world, even though the 
Bible does not actually mention the disease 
which today call leprosy”. But reality 
when his entire article viewed, becomes 
obvious not the Bible that has caused 
the trouble, but the misapplication words 
and terms through the centuries trans- 
lation. has been pointed out scholars, 
such Dr. Frank Gabelein, that the lack 
discernment between the correctness 
the original writings and errors trans- 
lation copying since, has given trouble 
many over the doctrine inspiration 
the Scriptures. The distinction between 
perfect, God-given revelation (as believe 
the Bible be), and man’s sometimes im- 
perfect handling the revelation since then, 
vital one. write this because not 
believe that THE STAR would want 
record that the Bible directly fault 
blamed for “the stigma wrongfully 
attached the disease today.” 

have recently written similar article, 
“The Biblical Meaning Leprosy” which 
our Baptist General Conference magazine, 
THE STANDARD, The general ideas are 
similar writings quoted Gramberg’s 
paper Dr. Cochrane and Dr. Lendrum. 
Originality claimed for part, although 
trust the manner will fresh and will 
aid the understanding many our de- 
nomination. will happy forward you 
copy when comes out. 


Dr. Robert Schenck, 
Hagere Heywot Ambo, Shoa, 
Ethiopia, East Africa 


BRITISH GUIANA 

effort improve the general well- 
being the Ex-patients which keeping 
with our six-point aims and objects, 
Association erecting much needed Com- 
munity Centre Lancaster Village, East 
Coast, Demerara. The work progress. 

When the Centre shall have been completed 
however, shall faced with the question 
obtaining fence, furniture and adequate 
lighting 

Lancaster, like many villages, has quite 
growing population comprised 
Many are physically handi- 
capped, yet endeavour live normal family 
lives. 

There are numerous children the 
village. These youths though completely 
healthy and physically perfect, because the 
unfortunate circumstances their parents, 
are often victimized. many occasions 
Association had make stern represen- 
tation that the liberty and right these 
children may preserved and maintained. 

the grown-ups the Community con- 
sider our foremost duty all within 
the orbit our power insure that these 
youths may live happy normal lives and 
provided opportunity partake the 
several activities youths enjoy other com- 
munities. 

Association therefore requesting, 
appeal behalf Association for do- 
nations which will assist greatly fulfilling 
the urgent needs our Centre. 

Sid Raymond, Hony. Secty. 
Mahaica Hospital 

Ex-Patients’ (Hansen’s Disease) 
Association 

Lancaster Village, British Guiana 
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Checking accounts 


Savings accounts 


(postage paidboth ways) 


Christmas Club 


Personal Loans 


CHAIN REACTION 


Not all chain reactions are like those 
growing out nuclear fission which 
threaten blow the world. There 
are some that get started from seeming 
commonplace act into 
something good and meaningful. 

Such the case incident which 
recently came our attention. Mrs. 
Kathryn Loughlin Verona, N.Y., 
loaned copy THE STAR Mrs. 
Edith (Donald) Davis, registered 
nurse, Whitesboro, N.Y., whereupon 
Mrs. Davis became interested the 
magazine and its educational program. 
She borrowed another copy THE 
STAR from Mrs. Loughlin and this 
instance the issue (Jan.-Feb. 1961) con- 
tained comments from editorial 
the Utica, N.Y. 

CRAT which THE STAR had in- 
corporated its criticism the movie 

“Ben Hur.” 

widely-read and respected columist and 
for the OBSERVER-DEMO- 
CRAT seeking have that newspaper 
give some attention THE STAR’s 
comments “Ben Hur.” This failed, 
but Mrs. Davis did not give up. She 
some material from THE 
STAR and the hospital’s health edu- 
cator, Miss Elsa Nelson, and promptly 
approached Costa again. This time she 
met with success and Costa wrote 
column which sets the record straight 
Hansen’s disease the OBSERVER- 
DEMOCRAT. 

And, the reaction does not stop 
there. Davis has heard number 
comments about Costa’s column and 
received call from college student 
preparing paper Hansen’s disease. 

Everybody knows that bad news 
spreads fast. With proper help—such 
Mrs. Davis now herself STAR 
subscriber gave—good news can travel 
too. 


Carville Can Show 


Politics and Pulchritude—These two Car- 
ville campaigners, both patients this 
hospital, Dolores Carter, honey blonde 
and Carma Giggey, comely brunette, took 
active part the pre-election doings 
here and election day, they were at- 
tractively persuasive bringing out the 
vote. 

Two tickets battled out, one called the 
Progressive, the other, the New Frontier. 
Some candidates took chances and ap- 
peared both tickets. Three 
pendently. 

The United Nations’ delegates would 
well come Carville and take 
wide variety national and racial back- 
grounds can compete and still get along 
just fine. This ability get along and 
the complete lack prejudice one 
group for another was never more 
clearly illustrated than the election 
the Executive Board the Patients’ 
Federation June 10. 

There were nominations mass 
meeting the patients, two weeks prior 
the election. The five receiving the 
highest number votes are elected 
the Board. patient population 
800, 210 voted. The patient receiving 
the highest number votes was Ernest 
Dennis, Jr., 163. Other Board members 
elected were: Thomas Scott, 149; Jessie 
Michel, 146; John Pender, 109; and 
Tom Sanders, 101, all Frontiers- 
men.” The Board selected Dennis its 
chairman. 

The Importance Being Ernest 


Ernest Dennis, 23, the new chairman 
president the Patients’ Federation, 
clean-cut Negro youth. The 6-foot- 
athletic type Ernest, co-manager 
the Carville Indians Softball Team, 
Circulation Manager THE STAR, 
and Deacon the Protestant Church. 
graduate from the hospital high 
school 1956. 

Federation Function 


The Patients’ Federation was set 
many years ago the bridge contact 
between the patients and the medical 
officer charge. One its main 
functions supervision and operation 


TAR 


the Patients’ Canteen, compact de- 
partment store. Funds from this project 
help provide small cash allowances 
group handicapped patients, and 
finance entertainment for the entire 
patient body. 


Article STAR 
Special 


Exhibit 


The picture Sister Laura the 
pharmacy this hospital carried the 
story about the years service here 
the Sisters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul, STAR, March-April, 1961, 
prompted Martha Jane Zachert, 
librarian, Custer Naylor Library, 
Southern College Pharmacy, school 
Mercer University, Atlanta, Ga., 
write for additional material and 
other pictures the pharmacy here. 
With this material, Mrs. Zachert set 
display May 10-19. Mrs. Zachert said, 
“The response was immediate,” and the 
pharmacy students were interested 
learning more about Carville that she 
has booked our display Star Born” 
for Sept. 18-29. 


TAGLINES 


From the Desk 


are still rolling from the infirm- 
ary the office and back again our 
solid green Cadillac (wheelchair) for 
mental exercise, and are still re- 
porting Physical Therapy the after- 
noon, for physical exercise. must 
think are going out for track, and all 
again. are walking, but not yet 
our own. 

walk slowly back and forth be- 
tween parallel bars heeding the ad- 
monition “Don’t put too much weight 
your left foot.” (First quarter, 
then half and then full 
the half way stage.) walk mile 
between bars every afternoon, 
seems us, and not even Camel 
incentive, just “You are doing very well. 
Now hop that table for resistance 

This brief progress report for the 
many friends and STAR readers who 
continue write solicitous notes, since 
had that double-header accident 
February. appreciate your interest, 
but this positively the last time 
mention the matter the pages THE 
STAR, and that’s promise. have 
intention becoming one those 
crashing bores who always talking 
about “my operation,” and furthermore, 
the next guy around here who asks, 
“How are you feeling?” will sorry! 
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Hansen’s disease was not known 
Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance Zaraath. The unfortu- 
nate notion that zaraath Hansen’s 
disease has semantic basis only, the 
word leprosy has been used for many 
different diseases the course time. 
Even superficial reading the thir- 
teenth chapter Leviticus sufficient 
convince any physician that six 
seven conditions which are un- 
der the Hebrew word zaraath had noth- 
ing common with what called 
leprosy today. 


These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scien- 
tific treatises (Drs. Cochrane, Lendrum, 


MacArthur and Tas). Reprints are 
available from THE STAR. 


International medical experts agree 
that any scheme for the control “lep- 
rosy” will depend for its success 
educated public opinion. 


not apparent that the disease 
call leprosy anywhere re- 
ferred the Bible. tragic that 
words lepra and leprosy should ever 
have been attached the disease 
now know those names, for with the 
names have gone all the Biblical mis- 
conceptions contagiousness and fear 
that harass victims the disease 
today. (Modern Concepts Leprosy 


Harry Arnold, Jr., M.D., Charles 
Thomas, publisher.) 


Since Biblical associations with the 
disease are major factor the lepra- 
phobia today, change terminolo- 
would contribute saner public 
viewpoint. immediate step ac- 
complishing the disassociation would 
discontinue medical application 
the Old Testament name “leprosy”, 
and identify the Hansen infection 
scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name, name which would enable the 
general public better understand the 
nature the disease and the medical 
advances which have been made 
treating it. 


Vou Should Know about 


The medical world considers Hansen’s disease “mildly 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater infants 
and young children, and decreases with age. also proba- 
ble that many cases the susceptibility familial, but 
not hereditary disease. Hansen’s disease rarely acquired 
the marital relationship. continental United States, 
endemic foci are limited certain areas Louisiana, Texas 
and Florida; California considered endemic”. Out- 
side these States, Hansen’s disease rarely communi- 
cated contacts that from public health standpoint 
might considered practically non-communicable dis- 
ease. This statement supported Dr. G.W. McCoy and 
other medical men with long experience the field. 


Facts, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick), furnish indub- 
itable proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicable 
all communicable diseases. 


The hospital Carville was founded years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing statf 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take very sim- 
ple precautions, not comparable with those they would take 
dealing with diphtheria, typhoid and other communicable 
diseases. 


Despite the fact that among the many hospitals and settle- 
ments for Hansen’s disease scattered throughout the world, 
thousands well workers, religious and lay, have been 
daily association with the patients, the incidence infection 
very small. some these cases reasonable doubt exists 
whether not the individual acquired the infection 
the institution. This especially true when the infected per- 
son native section the country where the disease 
occurs frequently when the disease known have ex- 
isted the family. During its years existance, hundreds 
persons from neighboring communities have been em- 
ployed the Carville hospital plumbers, painters, 
teria help, clerical workers, laboratory technicians, orderlies, 
etc. With but one possible exception native endemic 
area not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic States the 
Union, and one would expect more cases develop sheer 
coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, “The good father never took any precau- 
tions against infection but lived continuously under unhy- 
gienic conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, 
worked daily intimate contact with patients for more than 
years without contracting the disease. 


Hansen’s disease not included the list reportable 
diseases New York (exclusive New York City) and 
Vermont, and patients those States are subjected re- 
strictions. New York City, patients are permitted 
about their usual activities but may not food handlers, 
nor take care children and the sick. 

*& * * * * * * * 

Eleven States (Alabama, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Dakota, 
Pennsylvania, South Dakota and West have re- 
quirements except reporting. General regulations for control 
communicable diseases, however, may invoked. Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan and North Dakota specifically have 
restrictions” regards isolation patients. 

* * * * * * * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ generally accepted the 
causative agent HD. appearance and size closely re- 
sembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the tubercle ba- 
single organisms impossible for the laboratory 
distinguish between the two germs, 

The specific relationship Hansen’s bacillus the disease 
rests circumstantial evidence only, without the support 
direct experiment. Hundreds attempts have been made 
grow the bacillus artificial media but, unlike the germ, 
not one has succeeded, and all attempted inoculations ani- 
mals have been unsuccessful the same extent. scientist 
more than 145 recorded cases has been able infect him- 
self other human volunteers attempted inoculation 
the germ. 

The mode transmission the Hansen bacillus from one 
human being another not known, and many patients 
the best their knowledge, report they had contact with 
the disease. (Dr. Doull and his associates Cebu, Philip- 
pines, did not obtain any history contact per cent 
cases. Other investigators have had the same experience 
other countries.) 

The mode transmission one the big problems yet 
solved Hansen’s disease. This and other unknowns 
are the subject intensive research. 

The sulfone drugs, introduced Carville 1941, continue 
the most effective chemotherapeutic weapons against 
Hansen’s disease. They are “the treatment choice” the 
world over, They are slow action, but they can arrest the 
disease, and many patients have regained their health through 
sulfone medication and returned their homes and jobs. 
With modern treatment the disease need not result dis- 
figurement crippling. (Early diagnosis and prompt treat- 
ment the heart the problem.) 
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ated the eastern shore 
the Mississippi Carville, 
La., the U.S. Public Health 
Service the Department 
Health, Education and Welfare 
operates Study Center and 
for 
treatment and rehabilitation 
patients with Hansen’s disease. 
Financed entirely through funds 
appropriated Congress, (bud- 
get for fiscal year 1961, July 
30, 1961, approxi- 
mately $2,180,000), Carville 
the only place the 
Hansen’s disease may 
assured admission, medical 
care and full maintenance. 


1894 the State 
ana opened home for its 
dents with “leprosy” the pre- 
sent site which was formerly 
the old “Camp 
The State institution operated 
tal. 


1905 


1923 


Present 


1917 Congressional action 
charged the U.S. Public Health 
Service with responsibility for 
the care and treatment Han- 
sen’s disease patients from all 
parts the United States. Be- 
cause World War action 
this legislative measure was 
postponed for several years. 
Then committee Public 
Health Service officers was ap- 
pointed select suitable site 
tor the proposed hospital. Great 
difficulty was experienced 
this task. State cared 
cede territory the Govern- 
ment for that purpose. Finally, 
the matter was settled pur- 
chasing from the State Lou- 
isiana January 1921, the 
property occupied the Lou- 
isiana Home. 

Carville’s staff, numbering 
about 250, consists 
sioned officers the U.S. Pub- 
lic Health Service and 
fied employees certified the 
U.S. Civil Service 
The latter include the Daugh- 
ters Charity St. Vincent 
Paul who came Carville 
its early days State admini- 
stration. 


Carville 


Outlined Dr. E.B. Medical Officer 


give medical and surgical care 


patients with Hansen’s disease, com- 
monly known leprosy, and 
cord, evaluate and report such ex- 
periences order improve the 
management cases. 


collect and analyze epidemiologic 


information all admitted cases 
order that more effective public 
health measures may taken 
control Hansen’s disease the Unit- 
States and elsewhere, and main- 
tain liaison with States and Terri- 
torial’ Health Bu- 
reaus and Divisions the Federal 
Government concerned with the con- 
trol Hansen’s disease. 


conduct research Hansen’s dis- 


ease and its control and cooperate 
with government and private agen- 
cies conducting studies that promise 
yield information which will help 
disease. 


disseminate objective information 


Hansen’s disease, and its public 
health aspects and control measures 
medical, para-medical and lay 
groups order balance extreme 
opinions concerning Hansen’s dis- 
ease and help put effect the 
measures needed bring the dis- 
ease under control. 


institute and maintain active 


rehabilitation program, using all ex- 
isting resources and exploring, de- 
veloping and acquiring new resources 
motivate and prepare the paticnt 
for return his own 
outside Carville acceptable 
and contributing member society. 


leadership thrust upon 
pital combination the facts 
that the United States has achieved 
world leadership medicine and 
that this the only leprosarium 
the continental United States. 
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